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PREFACE. 



This little book has been writtea with a 
Resign to perpetuate a record of tiie yaloaUe 
services which the 14th Yermont Begiment 
rendered to the Qpvemnient while in the re- 
serve corps for the definuse of the Capital, and 
also when connected with the Armj of the 
JPotomac. 

Such a work as this will doubtless be inter- 
esting to every Vermonter, as well as to every 
member of the gallant 2d Brigade, and more 
especially to those who were members and 
friends of the 14th. In keeping this record, 
I have necessarily given, a partial history of 
the other regiments composing the 2d Ver- 
mont Brigade. 



IV PREFACE. 

It was not the original intention. to offer 
this book to the public, but having been over- 
ruled by the wishea of friends somewhat, I 
have consented to do so. 

The record having been kept for myself, it 
is confined to a statement of those things 
which are not found in history; and hoping 
that such a volume, although a small one,' 
may find &yor among the people, it is now 
offered to the public. 

THE AUTHOR. 

Danby, December, 1863. 



CONTENTS. 



CHAPTER L 

Introdncdoo.— Mnstered Into the U. 8. Serrioe.-— Laaye the 
State for the Seat of War.— New York City.— IndignaDt 
Treatment.— Phfladelphia.— Kind Treatment.— The Begi-- 
ment at Baltimore. — iijriTal at Washington. — Camp Chase. 
— Serere Storm.— Join Casey's IMvision. — A Review. — 
March to Capitol Hill.— March to Camp Seward.— Sick 
Soldiers. — An Accident— Poisixied Soldiers.— Marching 
Orders. — ^A new Camp. — Camp Vermont — Severe Snow 
Storm. — ^March to Alexandria.— -Exchange of Gmis. • • 9 

CHAPTER n. 

Orders to go into Winter Qoartersw— The Right Whig of the 
Reghnent on Picket— The Regiment to work on Forts. — 
The Regiment on Picket — ^An Incident or twa — ^Marching 
Orders. — ^In Camp near Occnqnon Creek, Virginia. — ^In Line 
of BatUe.— Picket Duty 28 

CHAPTER m. 

Removal of the Camp.— Capture of Prisoners.— Plenty of 
Picket Dnty.— Marddng Orden agahi.— At Camp Vermont 
once more.— History of onr March hack.— New Order to go 
into Whiter Qnarters.— pThe orighial Plan for bnildhig 



VI ^ COKTENTS. 

Barracks changed. — On Picket— Orders to march again.— 
Leave Gamp Vermont for good. — In Camp near Fairfax 
Court House. — Movements of the Army. — Qen. £. H. 
Stoughton, our Brigadier.— A Review 41 

CHAPTER IV. 

Peculiarity in Military Operations.-— MareMng Orders.— They 
are conntermanded.-^Pieket Duty at Centerville. — A Des- 
cription of Stockading.-^Rumojs. — Christmas. — Expecta- 
tions of an Attack.— Visit to the Chantilly Battle Field. 
Operations of the Rebel Gen. Stuart— A Skiri];ush. . . 52 

CHAPTER V. 

New Tear.— Another Brigade Drill. — Orders to go into Win- 
ter Quarters. — Letters from Home. — Sick Soldiers sent to 
Brattleboi^.— "All quiet on the Potomac."— More Letters 
Arom Home. — Again in a new. Camp. — ^Another fajse Alarm. 
—Have received a Box of Delicacies from Home, — Orders 
to march 68 

CHAPTER VL 

A new Camp. — Another severe Storm. — ^No Drilling. — All 
quiet in Camp. — Small Pox.-— The Regiment is paid off.— 
More Rumors. — Cold Weather. — Deep Snow. — Target 
Practice. — Driffing resufned. — ^Movement of Troops. — ^The 
2d Brigade stfll in the Reserve Corps.— Winter in earnest — 
Another Box from Home. 78 

CHAPTER Vn. , 

Army still hiactive.— Hard prillhig.^Marehiiig Orders.— The 
Orders countermanded. — Stnarft Movements. — Capture of 
Gen. Stonghtoni, <Mir Brigadier.— Weather still diangeable. 
— Drillmg agaki di^ensed witlLr-Mon Cold Weather.— 
Drilling Resmned^-Evening Theoi^— Pass for Washing- 
Un.-— At the Oai^taL— Return to Camp. 86 



OOITTBNTS. Vll 

OHAPTBB yin. 

A sad Aocidimt.— Divine Worship.— Marching Orders are 
nceiwed. — ^In Caii^) near Wolf Bun Shoals. — History of the 
lCarch.---AnoUier &lse Alarm.---Preparations for an Bngage- 
ment.— Another Promotion.r~ More Bain and Snow. — 
Expectations of an Engagement with Stnart.-^" Grand 
Army of the Potomae" still inactive.— Fast day in Gamp.— 
laspectiqn and Mnster.— The Begiment again called oat in 
Line of Battle.— Sad Ii^teUlgenoe. 97 

CHAPTEB IX. . 

Orders to take the Field.— No longer in the Beserve Corps.- 
Seven Days' Bati<»is on Hand. — Gen. Oasey superseded. — 
The Begiment is agahi paid off— Still uider Marchings 
Orders.— A new Brigadier 'General- The Begiment again 
called to Arms.— Mastered for Pay.— Grand display of "Bed 
Tape.** — ^The- Orders to manih are renewed. — Battle of 
Frederickshorg.- Warm Weather. — Hooker back in his Old 
Position 109 

CHAPTEB X. 

A Grand Beview.— More preparations for an Engagement. — 
DaU in Camp again. — " Onward to Bichmond " programme 
changed.— Mov«nent8 of the Army.— The 14:th in fh>nt. — 
Bemoval of oar Camp. — Stirring News expected. — ^Marching 
Orders. 128 

CHAPTEB XL 

A long Mandi commenced.- At Union Mills.— Centreville.— 
GnOfioid Station.— Cross the Potomac.— Cross the Monoca- 
cjif— Hooker sacceeded by Meade. — Meade's Army in 
motion.— First Day's Fight at Gettysburg.— The great Bat- 
tle fooght— The Second Ycnnont Brigade.— July 1— 
Effects of a BatUe.— A Glorious Union Victory. • . 182 



Vm CONTENTS. 

CHAPTER Xn. 

The Army again in motion. — Porsnit of the Enemy. — ^At 
Emmittsbnrg. — Sonth Mountain. — A cheerless Night — 
Formed in Line of Battle. — Again on the move. — Another 
Halt. — Orders to Fortify. — On the move again.— ^The Enemy 
strongly Fortified.— No Fighting.— -Escape of Lee.— Wil- 
liamsport-^ampaSgn north of the Potomac ended. — ^Pur- 
suit of Lee continned. — ^The Brigade relieved from Duty. — 
Homeward bound. — ^At Baltimore, Philadelphia, etc. — ^At 
New York again. — Onr arrival Home. 162 



LIFE IN CAMP. 



CHAPTER I. 

Introduction. — Mustered into the U. S. Service. — ^Leave the 
State for the Seat of War. — New York City.— Indignant 
Treatment. — Philadelphia. — Kind Treatment. — The Regi- 
ment at Baltimore. — Arrival at Washington. — Camp Chase. 
— Severe Storm. — Join Casey's Division. — A Review. — 
March to Capitol Hill. — March to Camp Seward. — Sick 
Soldiers. — An Accident. — Poisoned Soldiers. — Marching 
Orders. — A new Camp. — Camp Vermont. — Severe Snow 
Storm. — ^March to Alexandria. — ^Exchange of Guns. 

^HE years 1862-3 were eventful 
ones. The Rebellion had assumed 
proportions hitherto unknown, and 
was threatening the overthrow of the 
Government. The second battle of Bull 
Run had aroused the loyal people of the 
North to action. They saw that ruin 
would be the inevitable consequence of 
inaction. They had become convinced 
that a formidable and determined to^ 
2 
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were fighting us, and in order to check 
the ruthless hand of the destroyer from 
desolating our own fair homes, brave 
men and stout hearts must be found, who 
were willing to sacrifice the enjoyment 
of civil life, to undergo untold privations 
and sufferings in the tented field, and on 
the march, and to drive back the vile 
plotters of the destruction of our country 
to their own dens of infamy and vice. 

The call for three hundred thousand 
nine months men, made in August, 1862, 
gave to Vermont, as her quota, four thou- 
sand eight hundred and ninety-eight 
men, and through the patriotism and 
loyalty of her people, this quota was soon 
filled. Five regiments were formed 
from this number, the 14th being one of 
them. The 14th went into camp at 
Brattleboro, Vt., October 4, where it 
remained perfecting its organization and 
drill until the 22d of the same month. 
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As the government needed our services 
immediately, we were at once subjected 
to that kind of discipline which prepared 
us to endure the dangers and hardships 
of the battle field. We were about to go 
forth to fight a people who were in ear- 
nest, and who had fought with so much 
determination that war had become a 
living reality. 

October 21 . N'othing of general inter- 
est has transpired since we have been in 
this camp up to this date, save the usual 
routine of camp life. 

The 14th, together with the 15th and 
16th Vermont Regiments, was reviewed 
this forenoon by Col. Stoughton, com- 
mander of this post, and Gov. Holbrook. 
The lines were formed at nine o'clock 
in heavy marching order. The camp 
ground was- early filled with spectators, 
eager to behold the grand parade. The 
Governor and Staff soon made tk^vt 
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appearance, whereupon the review com- 
menced, and after 'going through with 
the various evolutions required of us, 
we were dismissed. 

The 14th was mustered into the 
United States service this afternoon and 
has received orders to leave for the seat 
of war to-morrow. We are now " Uncle , 
Sam's" men, and our term of service 
dates from to-day. 

October 22. This is a busy day for 
us. We are to leave for " Dixie," and 
can hardly find time, amid the din and 
bustle of the camp, to write. We are 
to bid farewell for the present to our 
Green Mountain home, to dwell in the 
tented field surrounded by dangers and 
hardships. We are to part with friends 
whom we hold dear, and what a sad 
thought it is that many of us will never 
return. But the ways of Providence are 
mysterious, and we poor mortals cannot 
lift the veil which hides the future. 
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We left the camp at Brattleboro about 
tyro o'clock in the afternoon, taking the 
cars for New Haven, and was soon speed- 
ing down the Connecticut Valley, whose 
scenery is unsurpassed by any in Amer- 
ica. Ai this place we found the splendid 
steamer " Continental" waiting for us. 
Our journey thus far had been a pleasant 
one, and we shall ever remember the 
kind people of Northampton, Williams- 
town, and other places, for the generous 
feeling and liberality manifested towards 
us, in furnishing us with apples, pies 
and cake, as we passed through. 

October 23. To-day we are in New 
York City, having left New Haven about 
one o'clock, and arrived here at eight 
this morning. Such contemptible treat- 
ment as we received in this city — ^the 
greatest in America — is outrageous and 
shameful, and calls forth the greatest 
indignation of the Soldiers. The fo<s^ 
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presented to us was not fit even for a 
dog to eat. Great God ! what a dish tp 
set before human beings — soup alive 
with maggots ! No cheers were given, 
for our treatment did not demand them, 
for we had no accommodations whatever. 

The regiment left the city this forenoon 
at eleven o'clock, for Amboy, the right 
and left wings going in separate boats 
The boat containing the left wing^ got 
aground in passing through the Nar- 
rows, and detained* it some two hours, in 
consequence of which it was long after 
dark before it arrived there. 

October 24. If there is ever a want of 
comfort attendant upon such a journey 
as this, we experienced it last night. It 
would be impossible for the Government 
to treat cattle and hogs any worse than 
it does its soldiers in transporting them 
to the seat of war, considering our treat- 
ment a specimen. At Amboy we took 
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the cars for Camden, where we arrived 
just at daylight this morning, and such 
a night of suffering and misery is far 
beyond the power of any pen to portray. 
Suffice it to say the night was extremely 
cold, and being greatly fatigued from 
want of rest and refreshments, and there 
being no fire aboard of the cars, our suf- 
ferings were almost beyond human 
endurance. 

To-day we are in Philadelphia, and 
may Grod bless the kind people of this 
noble and generous city. We shall hold 
them in grateful remembrance for their 
kindness and generosity, in furnishing 
us with everything that heart could 
wish, and which has greatly revived us. 

It has rightly been named the "city of 
brotherly love," We were greeted on 
every side with flags and sympathetic 
people, and many were the cheers given 
in their honor. 
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Octobet 25. We left Philadelpliia 
about eleven o'clock yesterday forenoon, 
and arrived in Washington about noon 
to-day. In Baltimore, at which city we 
arrived at nine o'clock last evening, we 
were again furnished with refreshments, 
and notwithstanding the large secession 
element in this city, we were treated 
better and had more sympathy mani- 
fested for us than in New York. What 
a change has taken place in the city of 
Baltimore since the 6th Massachusetts 
received such treatment. The inhab- 
itants have doubtless read their fate in 
the frowning cannon of Fort McHenry, 
if a repetition of such a base act shall 
take place. 

After partaking of refreshments, we 
were formed in line, and marched to the 
depot, where we had the liberty to make 
ourselves as comfortable as circumstan- 
ces would allow, until further orders, 
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whereupon we spread our blankets 
down, expecting to get a little rest from 
" Nature's sweet restorer, balmy sleep," 
but our expectations were not to be real- 
ized, for our quiet was soon disturbed by 
orders to take the cars for Washington. 
And here we are at last at the Capitol, 
nearly worn out by fatigue, having had 
little or no rest since leaving Brattle- 
boro. ThiSi is a very warm day, and 
while awaiting orders, three soldiers 
were sun struck. Fifteen regiments are 
arriving daily here, and the accommoda- 
tions are inadequate for the treatment of 
so many troops. A piece of dry bread 
and a cup of " slop" is a bill of fare 
. which none but the worn out and hun- 
gry soldiers can appreciate. Colonel 
Nichols, after reporting us to the War 
Department, received orders to march 
the regiment to Camp Chase, Arlington 
Heights, Va. 
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October 26. We reached Camp Chase 
about six o'clock last evening, the dis- 
tance from Washington being seven 
miles. This is the first knapsack drill 
we have had, and was performed with 
great hardship on our part, in conse- 
quence of being so fatigued with our 
journey to Washington, and the day 
being oppressively hot. 

It begins to rain to-day, and I fear we 
shall have a wet time of it. We here 
begin to see the devastating effects of 
war. Wherever I turn my eye I behold 
its ravages. I can see pleasant homes 
and fair fields, that have been left only 
to be ravaged and laid waste by the 
relentless hand of war. 

October 27. There is evidently some 
blundering in the management of affairs, 
for our A tents have not yet arrived. 
The experience of the past night has 
taught us some valuable lessons on 
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Camp Life. The scenes wtich our Camp 
presents this morning beggar description. 
Imagination can but faintly picture our 
condition, after being exposed to the 
drenching storm of rain and wind which 
commenced yesterday, and continued 
with unabated fury all night, with noth- 
ing but fly tents, which did not serve to 
keep off the rain with very good effect. 
The rain has ceased at ten o'clock to-day, 
and we are trying to collect some wood 
to build a fire to dry our blankets. 

We have joined the 2d Brigade, Ca- 
sey's Divison, in connection with the 15th 
Vermont and some Maine regiments. 

November 1. As a specimen of cir- 
cumlocution at Washington, I will give 
a history of our marches and counter- 
marches for the past three days : On 
Tuesday the brigade was reviewed by 
Casey himself, and the same day an or- 
der came for the 14th with the 15th to 
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march back across the river to Capitol 
Hill near Washington, to take position 
with the 12th, 13th and 16th regiments 
already there. The review ground was 
some three miles from Camp Chase, and 
the review lasted about six hours, during 
which no rest was allowed us. On re- 
turning to camp, orders were issued im- 
mediately to prepare to march to Capitol 
Hill that day, which was accomplished 
with great severity. We arrived at our 
destination about eight o'clock in the 
evening, and had it not been for the kind- 
ness of the boys of the 12th and 13th, we 
should have had no supper that night. 
On Wednesday, before the order to pitch 
our tents was hardly completed, a new 
order came, rebrigading the five Vermont 
regiments by themselves, under Col. 
Blunt of the 12th, the ranking Colonel, 
constituting it the 3d Brigade, Casey's 
Division, and ordering it to march to 
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Camp Seward, nine miles across the river 
into Virginia. This order was complied 
with on Thursday, the following day, 
when a new order came in the evening 
for the brigade to advance to Hunting 
Creek, about twenty miles into Virginia, 
and directly in the face of the enemy. 

JSTovember 2. We are again on the 
"Sacred Soil." Three soldiers were 
taken severely sick yesterday, supposed 
to have been poisoned by pedlars who 
are hanging about our camp. Several 
have been arrested and, if found guilty 
of such a devilish purpose, will be shot. 

This ground has not been used for a 
camp before, and to-day the regiment 
are busily engaged in clearing off the 
rubbish. 

We hear that McClellan is preparing 
for a battle on the Upper Potomac, and 
troops are being rapidly sent forward 
from this department. The order to 
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march to Hunting Creek has been so 
modified, as to embrace only the 12th 
and 13th regiments, these only having 
first class arms. The other regiments 
are waiting an exchange of guns, when 
they will be sent forward. A sad acci- 
dent happened to a member of Company 
B, by the name of Edgarton, on Wednes- 
day, while coming out of his tent with a 
loaded revolver, which was accidentally 
discharged — the contents entering the 
right hand, and will probably disable 
him for service. 

November 3. The sick soldiers are 
better. Our guns have been inspected 
and condemned, and hope the Govern- 
ment will furnish us with better ones be- 
fore sending us to the front. There is a 
dwarf bush called sumac, which grows 
abundantly around our camp, and is very 
poisonous to the flesh. A number of 
the boys have been poisoned by it, and 
their flesh is badly swollen. 
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I have been pleased with seeing a 
good many new things here. There are 
quite a number of forts in view from our 
camp — ^whose frowning guns, peering 
through the embrasures, are ready to 
belch forth fire and death. The water is 
very poor in this vicinity. 

November 5. All our labors at Camp 
(Beward in policeing and clearing off the 
rubbish has not afforded us much benefit, 
for we are again in a new camp. Re- 
ceiving orders to march on Monday, we 
broke camp at two o'clock in the after- 
noon, and took up our line of march for 
this place, where we arrived about eight 
o'clock in the evening — the distance 
being ten miles. 

Our march was not a very agreeable 
one, in consequence of the road being 
very dusty and the wind blew quite hard. 
This is an old camp ground, where reg- 
iment after regiment have been encamp- 
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ed, and where the Brigade of Gen. Sick- 
les passed the previous winter. To-day 
we have been busily engaged in police- 
ing the ground preparatory to pitching 
tents. I think we have done our share of 
the marching, and are entitled to a little 
rest. We find better water in this camp. 
Not much sickness has prevailed as yet. 
The men in the 14th are all fit for duty, 
with the exception of some six or eight. 

Desolation reigns supreme in this sec- 
tion. There is hardly a foot of land 
which has not been trampled upon by 
the soldiery. Dilapidated buildings and 
the absence of fences conduce to procure 
a dreariness in the scenery. This is the 
fourth camp we have been in. 

November 6. This has been named 
Camp Vermont, and it is generally sup- 
posed that the five Vermont regiments 
now encamped here, and constituting 
the 3d Brigade, Casey's Division, will 
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remain within the defenses of Washing- 
ton. Our camp is situated two miles 
east of Alexandria, and half a mile from 
the Potomac. To-day our tents are all 
pitched, and the weather is very fine. I 
am becoming habituated to camp life, so 
that the soil of Virginia affords me as 
much pleasure to sleep upon as feather 
beds at home. 

November 7. This is a very stormy 
day, and the snow has fallen to the depth 
of four inches. People at home who are 
enjoying the comforts of civil life, and 
who think that a soldier's life is an easy 
one, if they could but undergo the suffer- 
ings of a soldier in such a storm as this, 
would retract their views in regard to 
the enjoyment of the thing. A picket 
line has been established four miles from 
here in the direction of Mount Vernon, 
and the duty of picketing is performed by 
this brigade. 
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We have received orders to march to 
Alexandria and exchange our guns, after 
which we shall be sent out on picket. — 
This is a very bad day to march, but the 
officials at Washington are not particu- 
larly desirous of regarding the comforts 
of ilie soldier, and hence such an order 
as this must be executed regardless of 
the weather, 

November 8. The order to exchange 
our guns at Alexandria was complied 
with yesterday, during as severe a snow 
storm as I ever witnessed ; and taking 
the state of the weather and condition 
of the roads into consideratiouT— the 
mud being four or five inches deep- 
it was the most unpleasant march we 
have had. We received in exchange 
for our old guns the Austrian musket, 
which will kill at both ends, and endan- 
gering alike both the persons in front 
and rear. 
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The dirty, filthy condition of the streets ' 
in Alexandria is not only discoverable 
in all Southern cities, but exhibits very 
plainly the blighting effects of Slavery. 
With deep regrets I passed the building 
where the noble and gallant Ellsworth 
fell. The Stars and Stripes now float 
unmolested over the building tower. 

November 9. This is the Sabbath, and 
for the first time in Virginia we are per- 
mitted to attend church service, it being 
a very pleasant day. The church call is 
beaten, the regiment formed in line with 
guns and straps. It is then marched to 
the parade ground, and a hollow square 
is formed, with the chaplain, officers and 
band in the center, and after listening to 
a very eloquent discourse by our worthy 
chaplain, we are marched back to quar- 
ters. A dress parade at four o'clock in 
the afternoon, and our labors for an- 
other day are completed. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Orders to go into Winter Quarters. — The Right Wing of the 
Regiment on Picket. — The Regiment to work on Forts. — 
The Regiment on Picket. — ^An Incident or two. — Marching 
Orders. — In Gamp near Occuquon Creek, Virginia. — In Line 
of Battle.— -Picket Duty. 

j^OVEMBER 10. We have received 
orders to go into winter quarters 
here, for which purpose log houses 
are to be constructed of suitable dimen- 
sions. 

The firing of cannon at the Wavy- 
Yard tells us that some new guns are 
being tried to-day. The right wing of 
our regiment went on picket yesterday. 
At the time of noting this the weather is 
very fine. 

November 11. Orders issued this 
morning specify that each company is to 
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have separate barracks of its own, which 
are to be one hundred feet in length and 
twenty feet in width. The men are 
busily engaged in constructing them. 
It is as warm here to-day as any time in 
the month of June in Vermont. 

Much has been said by slave holders 
and pro-slavery men of the North, about 
the negro being stamped with the marks 
of physical and intellectual inferiority: 
but what little I have seen of them here 
disproves the statement. I find them 
possessed with intelligence far beyond 
my expectations. 

November 12. This is a vast city of 
camps. As far as the eye can reach I 
behold the warlike scenery. The labor 
which is being expended in constructing 
barracks may not afford us much benefit, 
for the fortunes of war are so changeable 
that marching orders may be received at 
any time. 
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November 15. Nothing has transpir- 
ed to disturb the monotony of our camp 
for the past three days. Our services 
are being required by the Government 
in the construction of three new forts, 
which are being erected in sight of v our 
camp. The left wing of this regiment 
has been out on picket duty. The weath- 
er is still fine, and the health of the 
regiment good. 

November 16. The scenery from our 
camp ground is on the most magnificent 
scale. In the distance may be seen the 
Capitol, whose majestic and towering 
columns rise far above the surrounding 
city, and which contributes largely in 
making Washington attractive. It 
stands there in solemn grandeur, not in 
attestation of royalty, but as the repre- 
sentation of a Republic,- whose career to 
prosperity is unprecedented, and had it 
not been for the accursed institution of 
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slavery, we should now be a happy na- 
tion. This fratricidal strife is but the 
consummation of the policy of the oligar- 
chy to make the nation subservient to its 
interests. Again may be seen the long 
line of forts, with which the Capitol is 
guarded, and over whose walls the stars 
and stripes are floating triumphantly to 
the breeze. 

November 18. Our camp remains in 
its usual state of quietude. I cannot say 
we complain of a lack of work, for, to 
say nothing about our drilling, we have 
plenty of fatigue duty to perform. A 
part of the men are detailed to work on 
the forts, another part to work on the 
barracks in camp, and the remainder are 
put upon drill six hours each day. The 
weather is still fine and we have no rea- 
son to complain of our food. 

November 19. We are now in the 
reserve corps for the defense of Wash- 
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ington, and will probably remain here 
through the winter. One month of our 
time has passed away, and we have not 
seen the enemy yet, but nevertheless we 
have not forgotten our duty as soldiers 
and actually engaged in war. Our drill- 
ing is very rapidly perfected, and if we 
have a chance to meet the foe the 14th 
regiment will manfully sustain the good 
name which Vermont troops have so no- 
bly earned. This is a stormy day and 
we have received orders to go out on 
picket. 

November 22. Our regiment returned 
from picket duty yesterday, after being 
relieved by the 15th Vermont. We did 
not have a very agreeable time of it, in 
consequence of the heavy rain which 
continued the whole time we were gone. 
The picket line is about four miles from 
our camp. There are cavalry pickets 
four miles beyond this line. 



LIFE IN CAMP. 33 

Our regiment guarded the extreme 
left of the line, which extends down to 
the river. We were exposed all the 
time to the drenching storm, without any 
shelter other than bough tents, through 
which the rain would pour about as bad- 
ly as it did in the open field. It was not 
a very comfortable time for us, being 
exposed for three days to the rain and 
mud. We arrived in camp all right, 
however, save an accident which hap- 
pened to one of Company C by a comrade 
in arms, whose gun was accidentally 
discharged, the contents entering the 
shoulder in front and coming out at the 
back. 

An incident or two which happened 
while out, is worthy of note here. Com- 
panies B and G-, and part of Company 
K, were ordered to the extreme left of 
the line, under the command of Lieut, 
Blakely of Company B. We had not 
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been there a great while before the report 
of two guns were heard, the signal of tihe 
approach of the enemy. Lieut. Blakely 
ordered us to form in line immediately, 
and prepare to give the enemy a warm 
reception, in case he did indeed appear. 
But it proved to be some hunters who 
had carelessly discharged their pieces 
near the lines. I think Elias Baker, ot 
Company B, will make the best shot of 
any man in the regiment. A wild duck 
came flying along and alighted in the 
stream near by where the reserve was 
stationed. Two of the boys fired their 
pieces at it, scaring it up without hurting 
it. But Baker, drawing his " Manhai>- 
tan" revolver from his pocket, shot the 
duck through the breast while at a con- 
siderable height in the air. 

A member of Company H died this 
morning. I learn it is intended to send 
him home. His name is Nash. 
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^November 23. The weather is again 
extremely fine. I have not received 
any material damage from going out on 
picket. The building of the barracks ia 
progressing finely. We hear that the 
army of the Potomac is being reoi^n- 
ized under its new commander, Bumside, 
and we are waiting anxiously to hear of 
some brilliant achievement by that army. 
Our regiment may become involved in 
a fight, in connection with the present 
movements. The whereabouts of the 
rebel army is unknown to us. He may 
make his appearance in a quarter least 
expected. But I think that Washington 
18 secure from all danger — ^it is defended 
by a Reserve Corps of a hundred thou- 
sand true and loyal men. 

November 24 Fifteen hundred men 
are detailed from this brigade daily, to 
work on forts. Have paid a visit to 
Fort Lyons, which is said to be the 
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largest in the defenses of Washington, 
and is garrisoned by five hundred men. 
This possesses the ability of keeping fifty 
thousand men at bay. 

There are signs of a hard rain to-day. 
Another week more, and our barracks 
will be completed. 

Six o'clock in the evening. We have 
received marching orders, and the result 
of our labors will be left for the benefit 
of others. 

Eight o'clock in the evening. Orders 
are received to be ready to march at a 
moment's notice. 

Ten o'clock in the evening. At nine 
o'clock the regiment was ordered to fall 
in, and but a few moments elapsed be- 
fore we were in line, each man in light 
marching order, and supplied with one 
day's rations. It is very dark and rains 
slightly, and hope we are not to march 
very far to-night. 
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Col. Nichols, after thanking us for our 
promptness, ordered us forward. We 
halted awhile at Col. Blunt's quarters, 
and then forming into line with the 13th 
and 15th, took up our march to some 
place unknown to any one in the ranks. 

November 26. In camp near Occu- 
quon Creek, Va. I here give a history 
of our march in detail, to this place : — 
After leaving Camp Vermont on the 
night of the 24th, we marched until four 
o'clock the next morning, when the col- 
umn halted, and was ordered to stack 
arms and rest. It being very dark and 
muddy, our march was very slow. Fires 
were built to dry our clothes, and we lay 
down to rest, making ourselves as com- 
fortable as circumstances would allow. 
When daylight came, we found we were 
within six miles of Fairfax Court House, 
and at eight o'clock we resumed our 
march, our place of destination still \^<b\:^% 
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a mystery to us. We halted again one 
mile the other side of the Court House, 
to take dinner, after which we again took 
up our line of march. At Fairfax Sta- 
tion we again halted and pitched our 
tents — such as we carry when on the 
march. We rested well that night, being 
fatigued with our marching. At about 
ten o'clock this morning, we resumed our 
march, each man being again supplied 
with one day's rations of hard bread. — 
We marched until about noon, when the 
regiments separated, the 13th and 15th 
going off in the direction of Bull Run, 
and the 14th being ordered to its present 
camp. 

The weather is very pleasant to-day, 
which has made our marching easier 
than yesterday. 

November 27. False alarms are very 
frequent to soldiers stationed near the 
enemy. Last night, the first of our 
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arrival, the 14t]i was formed in line of 
battle about midnight, firing being heard 
near by, which signalized the approach 
of the enemy. The regiment was formed 
in line with great alacrity. Our officers 
praised us highly. The firing proved 
not to proceed from the enemy however. 
We have part of a battery of artillery 
with us, and also a squad of cavalry, 
which go out scouting every day. 

The 1st Massachusetts and 26th Penn- 
sylvania are encamped near by us. We 
are encamped on the road over which 
Sickles' division passed a week ago. He 
has passed on to Fredericksburg. We 
are in sight of Bull Run field, where that 
"ever memorable battle took place. The 
object for which we came here is un- 
known to me. 

November 29. Two companies, B 
and G, went out on picket last night, and 
have been relieved to-day by two other 
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companies of this regiment. The weath- 
er is mild and comfortable. 

ISTovember 30. We are put upon drill 
every day, so as to perfect ourselves as 
far as possible in the art of war. The 
14th will never be found wanting. 

We are expecting every day that the 
.enemy will make a dash in this quar- 
ter, inasmuch as this is the front, but 
the boys of the 14th will not be found 
asleep. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Bemoval of the Camp. — Capture of Prisoners. — Plenty of 
Picket Duty. — Marching Orders again. — At Camp Vermont 
once more. — History of our March back. — New Order to go 
into Winter Quarters. — The original Plan for building 
Barracks changed. — On Picket. — Orders to march again. — 
Leave Camp Vermont for good. — In Camp near Fairfax 
Court House. — Movements of the Army. — Gen. E. H. 
Stoughton, our Brigadier. — A Review. 

I ECEMBER 1. Our camp has been 
moved about half a mile from our 
former one. For the second time 
we have been formed in line of battle, 
expecting the enemy, and it is fortunate 
for him that he did not make his appear- 
ance, for we should have given him a 
warm reception. 

We hope we were remembered by our 
friends at home on Thanksgiving Day. 
Our " hard tack" was greatly in contrast 
8* 
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with the tables usually set in Vermont, 
at that time. Rail fences are very handy 
here, and if the orders were not so strict 
about " lifting" things, rebel chickens 
would come handy also. 

December 2. It is conjectured that 
the object for which we come here, is to 
guard this section of the country, during 
the passing of an ammunition train, 
which is being sent to Fredericksburg. 
A baggage train of three miles in length 
has passed here to day. 

A number of prisoners have been cap- 
tured by our pickets and brought into 
camp, supposed to be spies, and have 
been sent to headquarters. We have 
plenty of picket duty to perform here. 
Our pickets extend up Bull Run Creek 
and meet those of the 13th and 15th 
regiments, which are encamped at Union 
Mills, six miles distant. 

December 3. A part of our A tents 
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and baggage have arrived, having been 
sent from Camp Vermont. I think by 
present indications, that we are to stop 
here awhile. Our company has again 
been out on picket to-day. The picket 
line is about three miles from camp. 
We are guarding at present a line of 
about seven miles. 

December 4, eleven o'clock in the fore- 
noon. Our company has just returned 
from picket duty, and an order has just 
been issued for the regiment to get ready 
to march in ten minutes, each man to be 
supplied with three days' rations. It has 
been made known to us that we are going 
back to Camp Vermont, and shouts of joy 
are heard all through the camp. It is 
finally decided not to start until to-mor- 
row. The weather is very fine to-day. 
We are forty miles from Camp Vermont, 
and hope it is not the intention to march 
us through in one day. 
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December 6. We are back again on 
our old camp ground, and where I hope 
we shall stay through the winter. It 
really seems like home here. Our move- 
ments to the front did not amount to 
much, as far as I can see, but I do not 
profess to know the object of it. I here 
give a history of our march back to this 
place. Being relieved by the 125th New 
York, we broke camp about ten o'clock 
in the forenoon, and moved off. Before 
we had marched a great way it began to 
snow quite hard. The distance to Fair- 
fax Station was seven miles. Col. Nich- 
ols ordered the battalion to march in two 
ranks, and giving the companies the 
privilege of falling out and resting, com- 
mencing at the head of the column, and 
then falling in the rear of the battalion 
on its moving past them. By this means 
the regiment was to be kept on the move 
and still give us a chance to rest. But 
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the companies on the right not falling 
out as often as they should, Companies B 
and G did not have a chance to rest until 
we got to the Station, which made it 
rather hard for us, inasmuch as we had 
to carry our knapsacks and other equip- 
ments. 

On arriving at. the station we found 
the 13th aboard the cars, boundJor Camp 
Vermont also. Cars were procured for 
the 14th. Some of the boys, however, 
got on the baggage train with the 13th. 
It was about dark when the remainder 
of the regiment reached Alexandria, 
having to wait until after the 13th went 
through. By this time the ground had 
become covered with snow. Our tents 
had all been ordered to Fairfax Station, 
80 that we were left without shelter in 
case we should go up to our camp that 
night, the distance being two miles. 
Some of the boys sought shelter in the 
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city, and others, through the kindness of 
the boys of the 12th and 16th, were kept 
over night. By noon to-day the boys 
were all in, and at the time of noting 
this (five o'clock in the afternoon) the 
tents are all pitched. I do not think we 
shall move again this winter. 

The field officers of our regiment are 
all very much loved. There is not one 
of the boys but what speaks well of them 
alL They are doubtless the right men 
in the right place. The weather is very 
fine at present. 

December 7. We have again received 
orders to go into winter quarters here, 
and still remain in the Reserve Corps, 
for the defence of Washington. I hear 
that Col. E. H. Stoughton is about to be 
promoted to a Brigadier, and to have 
command of this brigade. 

December 9. The original plan for 
building our barracks has been changed, 
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and the regiment is busily engaged in 
tearing down and putting up. To-day 
our regiment is on picket, having been 
sent out yesterday to relieve the 16th. 
It is very muddy to-day, but quite warm. 

Dumber 11. Yesterday the regiment 
returned from picket duty again. The 
lines have been drawn in, so that they 
are only two miles from camp. 

We arrived in camp all right, save an 
accident which happened to a member of 
CJompany B, who accidentally shot off 
two of his fingers. 

Four o'clock in the afternoon. We 
have received orders to be ready to 
march in the morning at five o'clock. 
The true soldier is ever willing to sacri- 
fice his comforts for the good of his 
country. Just as our preparations to 
make ourselves comfortable through the 
winter are about completed, we have 
received marching orders, so that the 
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result of our labors will be left for the 
benefit of others. 

December 15. Camp Vermont is no 
more. We are now encamped near 
Fairfax Court House, Va. The orders 
which the brigade received on the 11th 
were complied with the next day. At 
three o'clock the next morning (the 12th) 
the bugles sounded, calling us up to pre- 
pare for the march, each man to be sup- 
plied with two days' rations. Our camp 
was again a busy scene. At half past 
five the 14th was formed in line, this 
time the men being in heavy marching 
order ; Lieut. Col. Rose taking the com- 
mand, we were ordered forward, the 
12th, 15th and 16th preceding us, and 
the 13th bringing up dhe rear. We 
marched in this order about four miles, 
when the regiments ahead halted, the 
14th filing past them and taking the 
lead. The day was pleasant and was a 
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very favorable time for a march. We 
arrived at Fairfax Court House about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, and camped 
half a mile north, where we remained 
that night and till four o'clock the next 
day, when we moved to our present 
camp, which is half a mile south of the 
Court House. The 1st Vermont Cav- 
alry were at Anandale as we passed by. 
The distance from Camp Vermont to this 
place is called twenty miles. It was a 
very fatiguing march, fifteen miles be- 
ing the average distance which an army 
moves in a day. Gen. Sigel left here 
last week with fifty thousand men, and 
also Gen. Banks' old corps of forty 
thousand men is passing through here, 
en route for Fredericksburg, from Harp- 
er's Ferry. A part of his corps camped 
here last night. 

I know not exactly the object for which 
we were sent here, but suppose it is to 
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guard this section in place of Sigel's 
army. 

December 16. The army that is pass- 
ing through here is going to reinforce 
Burnside, and is commanded by Gen. 
Slocum. 

We found sixteen hundred cavalry 
here when we arrived, which were guard- 
ing the place. I learn that Camp Ver- 
mont was occupied by other troops soon 
after we left, who will have the benefit 
of our labors in case they should go into 
winter quarters there. The weather is 
very fine at present, and the health of 
the regiment good. 

December 17. Our camp has again 
assumed its usual state of quietude. We 
have not received orders to go into win- 
ter quarters here, and hence it is my 
opinion that we shall not stay here a 
great length of time. The section in this 
part of the enemy's country is greatly 
desolated. 
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Fairfax Court House to all appear- 
ances was once a pleasant place, but 
here as well as elsewhere has been the 
theatre of warfare, and consequently the 
land has been laid waste, the property of 
Union citizens destroyed, and where once 
were pleasant homes is now seen the 
ravages of an exasperated war. 

Gren. Stoughton is now in command of 
this brigade. 

December 18. To-day our brigade 
was reviewed by Gen. Stoughton, and 
would have been a proud, as well as an 
imposing sight, to any Vermonter to wit- 
ness the parade of five thousand Green 
Mountain Boys, headed by the brigade 
band and five drum corps. We hear 
that McClellan has assumed command 
of the army, — ^if so, I am afraid the war 
will never end. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Peculiarity in Military Operations. — Marching Orders. — They 
are countermanded. — Picket Duty at CenterTine. — A Des- 
cription of Stockading. — Romors. — Christmas. — Expecta- 
tions of an Attack.— Visit to the Chantilly Battle Field. 
Operations of the Rebel Gen. Stuart — ^A Skirmish. 

fECEMBER 19. It is a little singu- 
lar that we have remained in one 
camp so long, but we are not so apt 
to move in pleasant weather, and it is 
remarkably fine at present. Conse- 
quently we are well aware when march- 
ing orders are received that there will be 
a storm of some kind. The reason for 
this peculiarity in official proceedings I 
will leave to the wisdom of others to de- 
cide. We are at present in a very 
healthy location for a camp. We find 
good water here, which is a great bless- 
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December 20. There are signs of a 
storm to-day, and marching orders have 
been received to be ready to march at a 
moment's warning. 

Two o'clock in the afternoon. The 
orders to march are countermanded. 
We have just received full particulars 
of the bloody engagement at Fredericks- 
burg by the army under Burnside. I 
hope it is not so bad as it is represented. 
Somebody is greatly responsible for the 
sacrifice of so many lives. I hope that 
the man will soon arise who is capable 
of leading our armies on to victory. 

December 21. Reveille at six in the 
morning. We are comfortably situated 
at present, have plenty of " hard tack" 
and coffee. There is great rejoicing in 
camp at reports contradicting the one 
that McClellan had been appointed to 
the command of the army. I hope 
the Government has got through with 
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appointing commanders, and sacrificing 
the lives of our brave men to test their 
ability. 

December 22. It has been very rainy 
this week, in consequence of which it is 
very muddy. Our brigade is doing 
picket duty at Centreville, seven miles 
distant. Our tents are nearly all stock- 
aded, and well prepared for winter, but 
we may not enjoy our comforts a great 
while. A description of the mode of 
stockading would perhaps be interesting. 
The logs are cut of lengths depending 
upon the size of the tent to be stockaded, 
and are built after the fashion of log 
houses, the interstices being filled with 
mud or clay, for which the soil of Vir- 
ginia is well adapted. The tent is then 
raised above this and fastened, so that 
the whole makes very comfortable quar- 
ters. There are so many different ways 
of warming the tents by means other 
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than stoves, that a person visiting our 
camp at the present time, would say that 
surely " necessity is the mother of inven- 
tion." 

There is a rumor that we are going 
back to Washington, but I do not be- 
Keve it, 

December 23. Our camp is getting to 
be a very pleasant one. Drilling still 
continues ; company drill in the forenoon, 
and battalion in the afternoon. I begin 
to think we shall stay here through the 
winter. 

The rebels have occupied this place 
five different times, but the Union army 
will hold it as long as the 2d Yermont 
Brigade remains here. Who doubts it ? 
Nothing worthy of note to-day. 

December 24. The regiment has gone 
out on picket to Centreville this morning. 
I am not feeling well to-day, and am 
permitted to remain in camp. I learn 
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that a member of Co. B, by the name of 
Fish, who was left at the Alexandria 
Hospital sick, died on Saturday, the first 
that has died out of the company, and 
the third out of the regiment up to this 
date. But there are a greater number 
sick than at any previous time. 

December 25. There are various ru- 
mors afloat concerning our future move- 
ments, none of which I credit. News 
has come that a compromise is to be 
effected with the rebels, which is not 
creditable. No compromise with treason^ 
is my motto. Nothing short of a vigor- 
ous prosecution of the war, until treason 
shall yield unconditionally. This strife 
can never be ended permanently, but by 
the sword and bayonet. Now is the 
time, if ever, to end this unholy war. 
Slavery, the wicked fomenter of this hor- 
rible strife, should die, so that it shall 
never again be the cause of a rebellion 



LIFE IN CAMP. 67 

like this, and ravage the most beautiful 
country on earth. 

This is Christmas, and my mind wan- 
ders back to that home made lonesome 
by my absence, while far away from the 
peace and quietude of civil life to under- 
go the hardships of the camp, and may 
be the battle field. I think of the many 
lives that are endangered, and hope that 
the time will soon come when peace, 
with its innumerable blessings, shall 
once more restore our country to happi- 
ness and prosperity. 

December 26. A supply of ammuni- 
tion has been sent to the regiment this 
morning. An attack is apprehended, 
and the men have all been ordered into 
the forts. 

December 27. The Corps commanded 

by Gen. Slocum is encamped at present 

at Fairfax Station, three miles from here, 

and forms a reserve for Burnside. Firing 

4 
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is heard to-day, in the direction of Union 
Mills, supposed to be an engagement 
with the enemy. There is a rumor 
that the rebel Gen. Stuart is in this 
yicinity, and intends a raid here. The 
weather is quite comfortable. I hare 
paid a visit to the old Ohantilly battle 
field, two miles from here, and in which 
engagement the noble Kearney and ihe 
gallant 8teyens fell. In passing oyer 
the field, what horrible scenes were pre* 
sented to my view ; I pray to Ood that 
I may never witness ti^ like again. 
Haman bones lay in every direction, half 
covered bodies met my gaze, showing 
that no pains had been taken in their 
burial, and revealing the horrors of a 
battle field, stamping indelibly upon my 
mind impressions that time can never 
eradicate. Since noting this, I learn 
a squad of men have been detailed from 
the 12thy to cover up the remains of 
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those brave men whose bones were left 
to bleach on the ground. 

December 28. The weather is some- 
what cooler to-day. The regiment has 
just returned from picket duty, having 
been gone since the 24th, and while 
there they expected to have an engage- 
ment with Stuart's cavalry, which was 
said to be in that vicinity. The enemy 
did not, however, make his appearance 
in that quarter. To day it has been dis- 
covered that that noted rebel chief Gen, 
StuMt is within our lines, with a large 
force of cavalry, intending to make a 
dash into this place. Our cavalry pick- 
ets, stationed at Wolf Run shoals, ten 
miles south from here, have been driven 
in to Fairfax Station, and report that the 
enemy's cavalry have made their appear- 
ance in that quarter, and are pushing on 
towards this place. Accordingly prepa- 
rations aire being made to give them a 
warm reception. 
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December -29. I note the history of 
our operations of yesterday and the past 
night : At five o'clock in the afternoon 
we were ordered to be ready to march at 
a moment's notice, supplied with three 
days' rations. About seven in the even- 
ing, we were ordered foward at double- 
quick. We expected to march to the 
Station, but went in another direction 
towards Alexandria, and halted about 
half a mile beyond the Court House. 
The 16th was sent to the Station. 

Our force consisted of four thousand 
infantry, a battery of artillery, and a 
squad of cavalry. The battery was 
drawn up in line behind breastworks, 
supported by the 13th and part of the 
12th, and the remainder of the 12th and 
the 14th were sent out by companies to 
watch the various roads, videttes being 
sent out ahead in every direction. 

We had been in these positions but a 
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short time, when the enemy's cavalry 
made their appearance, driving in the 
pickets, and coming unexpectedly upon 
two companies of the 12th, upon whom 
they charged. The two companies fired 
a volley at them, killing two horses, 
and capturing another horse and two 
prisoners. None of our boys were hurt. 
The squad that charged fell back to 
where the larger force was stationed in 
the woods, and built fires. Gen. Stough- 
ton sent a flag of truce there, stating that 
he would like an interview with Gen. 
Stuart, who replied that he would cor- 
respond in the morning. Gen. Stough- 
ton, desiring an immediate interview, 
ordered a few shells to be thrown among 
them, which made them *' skedaddle," 
and they were not seen or heard of again 
during the night. 

To-day we hear that the same force of 
cavalry is at Drainsville. Gen. Stuart 
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was in command himself. His intention 
was doubtless to surprise us, but he 
found the Vermont boys awake. Gen. 
Stoughton had so disposed us that we 
should have cut the enemy to pieces if he 
had come up. Stuart has found out what 
we have got here, and that the Vermont- 
ers are ready for him. The boys of the 
14th are all in good spirits, and ready 
for any emergency. 

December 31. All has been quiet in 
camp since Stuart's contemplated raid. 
The force sent in pursuit of him has re- 
turned without accomplishing its object. 

On the whole, I think it was an ingen- 
ious performance of Stuart. Great skill 
was displayed in entering our lines and 
passing out again, without being cap- 
tured. The Generals in this department 
have been fairly outgeneraled. The 
health of the regiment is improving, 
and the weather fine. 
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CHAPTER V. 

New Year. — Another Brigade Drill. — Orders to go into Win- 
ter Qaarters. — Letters from Home. — Sick Soldiers sent to 
Brattleboro. — "All quiet on the Potomac.'* — More Letters 
from Home. — Again in a new Camp. — Another false Alarm. 
— Have receired a Box of Belicaciei from Hobm. — Orden 
to march. 

OBANUARY 1. A happy New Year 
^ to all. But alas ! this cannot be to 

W all, for too many houses are desolate. 
A nation is mourning the loss of her 
sons who have fallen in battle. There 
are many families, which one year ago 
were joyous and happy, now mourning 
the loss of some of its members. How 
many mothers, fathers, sisters, brothers 
and wives, are involved in the deepest 
affliction, for the loss of those they held 
dear — and who perhaps but a short time 
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ago were buoyant and gay, as they went 
forth with high hopes to do battle for 
their country. Oh ! how I long for this 
strife to end, that no more mothers shall 
receive the sad intelligence that her 
darling son has been slain, and no more 
wives or sisters shall be called upon to 
separate forever from these they hold 
dear, by means of this cruel civil war. 

This year has not been ushered into 
existence under very auspicious circum- 
stances for the nation. The defeat of 
our army at Fredericksburg, with the 
loss of fifteen thousand men, has left the 
nation in gloom. 

This will be a memorable day for 
history to perpetuate, as being the one 
on which the President's !E)mancipation 
Proclamation takes effect, which declares 
three or four millions of bondmen to be 
free. 

January 2. All quiet in camp to- 
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day. But my mind has been busily 
engaged in reviewing the state of the 
country for the past year. The " Grand 
Army of the Potomac," upon the suc^ 
cess of which the nation has so earnestly 
relied to strike the finishing blow to 
this accursed rebellion, has been doomed 
to suffer defeat after defeat, and whose 
" onward to Richmond " plans have cost 
the lives of one hundred thousand brave 
men, without making any progress the 
past year. 

The attention of the nation has also 
been turned, most anxiously, to the oper- 
ations of the army in the southwest, 
expecting to hear the glorious news of 
the opening of the Mississippi, but no 
such achievement has been accomplished. 
But little has been done in other parts 
by our armies. 

But the year 1863 will be an eventful 
one. By spring our armies will be 

4* 
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augmented to such numbers that, with 
skillful commanders, success will surely 
come. Vigor and promptness, with the 
present means, cannot but help to bring 
about an early closing up of this war. 

January 3. Another brigade drill to- 
day, and if our Brigadier possesses the 
necessary qualifications for a General, 
then drinking and swearing are the chief 
requisites. The weather is very fine here 
now, which is in striking contrast to the 
weather in Vermont at this season. 

January 4. A fine day for the Sab- 
bath. Inspection and Church services 
to-day. 

January 5. Have received orders to 
go into winter quarters here, and I be- 
gin to think that we shall soon receive 
marching orders. 

January 7. Letters from home again 
to-day. What a blessing it is to those 
who are far away, to receive letters 
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from hdme and friends. How welcome 
are these white-winged messengers, as 
they come to us laden with friendship, 
reminding us of home with its many 
pleasant associations. Surely this is a 
great source of happiness. 

January 8. Quite cool this morning ; 
ground frozen hard, and has snowed 
slightly during the night. The Medical 
Inspector has visited our camp this week, 
and sent thirty-six of the regiment, who 
were unable to do duty, to Brattleboro, 
Vermont. 

January 9. Not much snow has fallen 
as yet. The weather to-day is extreme- 
ly fine. Our camp is getting to be very 
monotonous. No excitement save now 
and then a rumor that Stuart or Mosby 
is in our vicinity. Our tents are all 
stockaded, and we are again well pre- 
pared for winter. Unless some further 
movement of Burnside should render a 
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movement necessary, we shall jfrobably 
stay hare some time. 

January 11. ** All quiet on the Poto- 
mao," is the principal news of the day. 
But six have died out of the regiment 
up to this date, which is less than either 
one of the other regiments in this 
brigade has lost. 

January 12. More letters from home 
to-day, and what a tendency it has to 
cheer me up and keep me in good spirits. 
How cheerless must be a soldier's life 
without this privilege. It is a boon 
which is of inestimable value. 

Eleven o'clock in the forenoon. Just 
as I expected : orders have come to move 
our camp to the west side of the Court 
House. After receiving orders to go 
into winter quarters here, and prepara- 
tions accordingly made so that we are 
comfortably situated for the winter, we 
are ordered to change our camp for a 
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new one. But this is one of the beauti- 
ful phases of a soldier's life, and it is his 
duty to obey and not to dictate. 

January 13. We are again in a new 
oamp, two miles west of the Court House. 
The order to change our camp was com- 
plied with yesterday. The regiment was 
formed in line about nine o'clock in the 
forenoon, in heavy marching order. We 
were not long in marching to this place, 
the distance being only two miles. 

To-day our camp presents a busy 
scene. The sound of two hundred axes 
are heard, preparing timber for stockad* 
ing. Logs are being backed about a 
quarter of a mile, which shows that there 
will be no rest until the regiment is well 
provided for the winter. 

Another false alarm was given by our 
pickets last night : About midnight the 
long roll was beaten, calling the regi- 
ment to arms, and, with its usual alacri- 
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ty and promptness, was soon in line, 
ready to receive the enemy ^ but fortu- 
nately for him he did not show himself. 
We were kept up about two hours, when 
the party sent out to reconnoiter returned 
with the intelligence that the alarm was 
a false one. It was not a very favorable 
time for a skirmish, the night being ex- 
ceedingly dark, so that friend or foe could 
not have been distinguished. 

January 14. We are now but one 
mile from the Chantilly field, where a 
picket line has been established. A reg- 
iment of cavalry is stationed but a short 
distance from us. The weather to-day 
indicates a storm of some kind. 

Another member of Company B died 
this morning, by the name of Mclnlear, 
making seven that have died out of the 
regiment. 

January 15. We cannot find much 
time to stockade, for we are put upon 
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drill six hours daily. For the fourth 
time we have received orders to go into 
winter quarters. 

January 16. Nothing of importance 
to day. Drilling as usual. 

January 18. Our camp has again re- 
sumed its usual quiet state. There has 
been another brigade drill this week. 

Present affairs indicate that we shall 
remain here until spring, but there is 
nothing certain in military operations. 
Gen. Stoughton's attempts to get us 
transferred to the field have proved un- 
successful. Gen. Casey has denominated 
this brigade as the best in the division, 
and is determined to retain it in the 
defenses at Washington, and we are at 
present guarding the outer lines. 

January 19. I have just received a 
box of delicacies from home, and fear 
that I shall be very much indisposed to 
do duty if I indulge in eating much of it, 
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for such a sudden transition from " hard 
tack" and coffee to the luxuries of home 
will not be beneficial. 

Marching orders have been received 
by the brigade to-day, to be ready to 
march in the morning to Fairfaj^ Station, 
to take the place of Slocum*s division, 
which has been ordered on to Fredericks- 
burg to join Burnside. And thus another 
week of hard industrious labor has been 
in vain, for we are not to enjoy its 
benefits. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

A new Camp. — Another severe Storm. — No Drilling. — All 
quiet in Camp. — Small Pox. — The Regiment is paid off. — 
More Rumors. — Cold Weather. — Deep Snow. — Target 
Practice. — Drilling resumed. — Movement of Troops. — The 
2d Brigade still in the Reserve Corps. — ^Winter in earnest.— 
Another Box from Home. 

OB ANUARY 20. For the twelfth time 
^ we are in a new camp. Our present 

W one is half a mile south of Fairfax 
Station. At seven o'clock this morning 
everything was in readiness to be moved, 
and the regiment in line. Our Lieut. 
Colonel gave the command, Battalion! 
Right Face! Forward March! and ar- 
rived here at ten o'clock in the forenoon, 
five miles from our former encampment. 
I was well aware that there would be 
a storm, and present indications warn 
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US that before we can possibly get our 
tents pitched, it will be upon us. 

January 22. We found barracks here 
built by Slocum's troops, into which we 
went, using our fly tents for roofs, our A 
tents not coming. 

The severe rain storm which 'came on 
during the first night of our arrival here, 
continued until to-day, and has made it 
very uncomfortable for us. I awoke this 
morning not feeling any better for the 
cool bath I was obliged to take during 
the night, in consequence of the roof 
blowing off my tent, which left me ex- 
posed to the drenching rain and wind. 
I have been pretty thoroughly soaked, 
and do not think I shall receive any 
material benefit from it. 

January 23. The rain has abated to- 
day, but the mud is so deep it is almost 
impossible to move. Nothing of impor- 
tance to-day. X 
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January 24. Morning has again open- 
ed her silver curtains to us. The ever 
glorious sun is shedding his radiant 
beams upon, and reviving and preparing 
us for the duties of another day. All is 
life and animation in our camp. But on 
either hand, as far as the eye can reach, 
may be seen war's desolation. The 
weather is very fine and apring-like to- 
day. 

January 25. How long we shall stay 
here is mere conjecture. The idea of 
going into winter quarters has " gone 
up" with us, our expectations having 
failed so many times. 

We are having a very easy time of it 
at present, as far as drillin<r is concerned. 
The mud is very deep, and the army at 
such times must necessarily remain in- 
active. 

January 26. All is again quiet in 
camp. Nothing of importance from the 
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army in general, lately. There must be 
months of inactivity before the Army of 
the Potomac can eflfect a movement.* 

January 27. We have remained here 
a great deal longer than was expected. 
Nothing has transpired of general inter- 
est since we have been in this camp. 

Drilling has been dispensed with for 
the present, which makes our labor very 
easy here, there not being anything but 
guard and fatigue duty to perform at the 
Station. 

January 28. The small pox has raged 
to some extent in this regiment, and 
much fear was felt that it would spread 
alarmingly, but the regiment have all 
been vaccinated, and no new cases have 
occurred lately, so that nothing further 
is to be apprehended. A cold storm of 
rain and snow to-day. 

January 29. The paymaster was in 
camp yesterday, and paid off the regi- 
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ment. To-day there is much rejoicing 
in camp among the boys, who have re- 
ceived two months pay in "Uncle Sam's" 
green backs. The ground is covered 
with snow. 

January 31. Rumors are afloat to- 
day that Bumside has been attacking 
the enemy at Fredericksburg, but I do 
not think he is intending a grand move- 
ment while the weather is so unfavor- 
able. 

February 1. The weather for the past 
week has been very unfavorable for 
marching or drilling, and it is generally 
conceded that the theory of a soldier's 
life is better than the practice. 

February 2. Our camp is again get- 
fing monotonous. The regiments of this 
brigade are at present situated as follows : 
The 12th and 13th are at Wolf Run 
Shoals, five miles from here; the 15th 
and 16th are encamped near the 14th, 
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the headquarters of the brigade being at 
the Court House, five miles distant. 

February 3. The weather is extremely 
cold at present, and about a foot of snoir 
has fallen, which is an unusual occur- 
rence in this vicinity. Rail fences are 
getting scarce here. We shall probably 
remain in this camp until settled weather, 
when a move will doubldess take place. 

February 4. Target practice is <jur 
main drill at present. The Government 
doubtless intends to adopt vigorous 
measures for the prosecution of the wa^ 
the coming campaign. Nothing should 
be neglected to make our armies efficient. 
A sufficient number of men should be 
put in the field the coming spring to in- 
sure success. Southern reports are to 
the eflFect that the rebels are augmenting 
their armies by a merciless conscription, 
and that they will be stronger the com- 
ing spring than ever before. 
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February 5. There is a rumor afloat 
in camp to-day, that this brigade is 
going back to Chain Bridge, but I can- 
not put any reliance upon such reports. 
It still remains cold, and the ground is 
frozen hard. 

February 6. Our target practice is 
getting to be an interesting exercise. 
Col. Nichols, wishing to know which 
company possessed the greatest ability 
in marksmanship, ordered the battalion 
out, each man with forty rounds of car- 
tridges, and on testing their ability, the 
honor was conferred upon Company B. 
Sixty rounds are being used daily for 
this practice. 

February 7. The weather has been 
so bad that we have had no battalion 
drilling for three weeks. Only eight 
'deaths have occurred in this regiment up 
to this date, while the 15th Vermont has 
lost five times that number. 
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February 9. Warmer to-day. Noth- 
ing of importance. 

February 12. The ground has become 
so far settled that drilling has been re- 
sumed. Six hours each day are now 
devoted to battalion drill, so that we do 
not complain of a lack of exercise. 

We have been busily engaged in con- 
structing a corduroy road between here 
and the shoals, to accommodate the 12th 
and 15th. 

February 14. There has been some 
movements among the troops in this 
department. Quite a number of regi- 
ments are being sent to the front. No 
unusual event in camp to-day. 

February 16. The troops in this vi- 
cinity are still on the move to the front. 
The Army of the Potomac is doubtless 
to be reorganized. It rained slightly 
yesterday, but to-day the weather is 
beautiful overhead. 
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February 19. Not much drilling for 
the past few days, in consequence of the 
bad state of the weather. Hope that 
soon the elements will be favorable for 
a move of some kind. The Government 
is supporting a large army at an im* 
mense cost, and rfh effective blow should 
be struck ere long, to cheer the despond- 
ing heart of the nation. 

February 20. Another pleasant day, 
and the mud is drying up. Still in the 
reserve corps for the defense of the Capi- 
tal — ^the army still inactive. 

February 24. Very dull in camp to- 
day, winter in earnest. The ground has 
been covered with snow for several days. 
Nothing has occurred of general interest 
to-day, save a general snow-balling by 
the regiment. 

February 26. Our camp is seeming 
quite dreary at present. The snow has 
fallen to the depth of a foot. 
6 
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We hear of those at home who are al- 
ready beginning to shake in their boots 
for fear of the draft which is soon to take 
place. Such people have doubtless be- 
come horrified upon the subject of war, 
for it has lasted longer than most of the^ 
people thought for. T fear that there 
has not been earnestness enough in the 
people of the North in prosecuting the 
war. They have not viewed the matter 
in its true light, and realized Xhe gigan- 
tic proportions of this Rebellion. They 
have shown too much mercy to those 
wretches who are grappling so earnestly 
at the throat of the nation. The advan- 
tages have been with the South, in having 
a knowledge of the country, and by act- 
ing on the defensive ; and it is generally 
conceded, by good tacticians, that the 
invading army should be three times as 
strong as the invaded. 

But this does not show our weakness 
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in so striking a degree as when we con- 
sider the sympathy manifested in the 
North for secession. There is too much 
sympathy for the rebels in their unholy 
and devilish work. This has been a 
great drawback to us in accomplishing 
what we should. The President would 
doubtless have issued his emancipation 
scheme before, iad it not been for this 
opposition. It was evident to him, as 
well as to all far-seeing statesmen, that 
slavery was the cause and mainstay of 
the rebellion, and by the opposition of 
those who would not recognize any policy 
which touched the " Sacred Institution," 
he was deterred from issuing that proc- 
lamation which embodies the noblest 
principles ever conceived by man, and 
thereby striking at once at the founda- 
tion of this most uncalled for strife. 

February 28. Have again received a 
box of luxuries from home, and fear that 



i 
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I shall have to report to the surgeon ia 
the morning. I am feeling very grateful 
to my dear friends at home for this ex- 
pression of their kindness, and- hope that. 
I may soon be permitted to return to the 
family circle. A new surgeon has been 
appointed for this regiment. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Army atill inactiye. — Hard DriUing. — Marching Orders. — ^The 
Orders counterndanded. — Staart's MoreibeDt8.-^Cftptute of 
Gen. Stougbton, our Brigadier. — ^Weather still ohangeablew 
— Drilling again dispensed with. — More Cold Weather. — 
Drilling Resumed.— Evening ThoaghtB.-^Pa88 tot WasMfig^ 
ton. — ^At the Capital-^etum to Camp. 

ARCH 1. Dull in cAmp to-day, 
army still inactive, and hope that a 
movement somewhere will soon be 
eflfected to dispel the gloom which is 
hanging like a pall over our country. 
The situation of affairs is rather discour- 
aging to contemplate at present. But 
we must have confidence, hoping that 
yet our country will be saved from the 
hellish clutches of treason, and the old 
ship which is now tossing and rocking 
upon the stormy billows will at last out- 
ride the storm. -^ 
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There is a brighter side to the scene, 
which I hope we shall all soon enjoy. 
This is a rainy day. We were again 
mustered for pay yesterday, which com- 
pletes the rolls for six months. 

March 5. Drilling this week six hours 
each day. The weather is very mild at 
present, and our camp still bears its 
usual quiet state. 

March 6. A rumor is afloat that old 
Stuart is again in this vicinity, and 
marching orders have been received. If 
this is the case, we shall doubtless have 
some fun before morning. ' 

March 7. The orders of yesterday 
have been countermanded, and news has 
come that the programme is changed, 
and instead of an advance movement by 
Stuart, he has retreated across the Rap- 
pahannock with his whole force. 

March 8. More wet weather, wBich 
makes it so muddy that there is no 
drilling. 
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March 9. Important news this morn- 
ings Another raid by Mosby last night, 
and the capture of our Brigadier, Gen. 
E. H. Stoughton, at Fairfax Court 
House, five miles from his brigade. 
The particulars of the capture I here 
relate : Three hundred guerrillas under 
the command of the rebel Major Mosby, 
being dressed in our uniform, having 
obtained the countersign, passed the 
pickets at Centreville about eight o'clock 
last night. And having been previously 
informed of the whereabouts of the 
General by some of the sympathizing 
citizens, were led to his headquarters 
where the General was quietly napping, 
surprised and captured him. One of the 
aids taken at the same time, escaped. ' 
The General not having any body-guard, 
could make no resistance, and the tele- 
graph communication being severed to 
this place and Alexandria, no alarm 
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could be given soon enough to head off 
the party; I leaf n that a squad of cav- 
alry has been sent in pursuit howevet. 

March 10.. More particulars about 
the late raid. The cavalry sent in pur- 
suit of the guerrilla party have returned 
without overtaking them. And thus the 
General who has been wanting to go to 
the front so long, has at last had a chaned 
to go, but in a manner least expected to 
him. I learn that several of the 15fii 
Vermont were captured at the samd 
time while performing patrol duty, but 
have been paroled. 

Nothing important to-day with the 
exception of the excitement produced by 
the last raid. 

March 11. Col. Blunt, the ranking 
Colonel in the brigade^ is again in com- 
mand. The hard storm of rain and 
snow yesterday has occasioned .plienty of 
mud. 
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Bight o'clock in the' evening. This is 
ft most beautiful evening. The millions 
of fithining stars in the blue canopy above 
are proclaiming peac^, and the sable cur- 
tain of night has for a time shut from our 
view the desolation of war here below, 

March 12. Weather still changeable, 
clear and beautiful overhead, while b^*- 
n&aAh the mud is almost fathomless. 
IS^othing of general interest since the 
eapture of our Brigadier, which is called 
the smartest thing of the war. 

March 13. The mud is so deep that 
drilling ha« been dispensed with for the 
present. 

March 14. The coldest weather of the 
season as yet. Fairfax Station is becom- 
ing a place of considerable importance 
in a military point of view, as being a 
base for supplies to the army, and a de- 
pot for Government stores, which we are 
at present guarding. 
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March 15. Drilling has again been 
resumed. The regiment is still in good 
health and spirits, and although we have 
not been called into battle yet, we are 
ready when the case demands it, and to . 
nobly sustain the cause. 

Have been occupied a part of the day 
in perusing the newspapers, and it is 
somewhat painful to read of the grum- 
bling and fault-finding of the Copper- 
heads, who are sympathizing with the 
rebels in their hellish purposes, but have 
confidence to believe that, despite their 
eflPbrts, our cause will finally triumph, 
and our country restored to its former 
peaceful condition. 

March 17. Night has again closed 
the labors of another day, hiding from 
our view the desolated scenes of earth. 
The many silvery orbs which checkers 
heaven's nightly dome, are shedding 
their mellow light upon this " war-worn" 
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earth, and exhibiting the skill and maj- 
esty of Him who created and rules. 

But how different are the two firma- 
ments, the one above bespeaking union 
and harmony, while below is seen discord 
and confusion. A country which has 
prospered in a degree hitherto unknown, 
is in the grasp of civil strife, with all its 
dread calamities. When and where it 
will end, God only knows. 

Oh ! my country, would that I could 
do more to disenthrall thee from the 
grasp of the "hydra-headed monster" 
secession, which has gained so firm a 
hold, and is threatening a dissolution. 

When we contemplate the effects of 
civil war in other countries, and witness 
the many horrid scenes of bloodshed, the 
desolation of fair homes, — where is the 
man, endowed with the common feelings 
of humanity, who would not put forth 
every effort to stop such a dire calamity 



92 LIFE IW CAMP. 

from happening in his own fair land : 
such will be the result in the N'orth I 
fear, if this fratricidal strife is not soon 
conquered. 

But " Copperheadism" is too rampant 
for success. The influence which the 
black-hearted traitors in the North ex* 
ert, is very ruinous to the Union cause, 
and prevents that unity of opinion which 
is necessary to a vigorous prosecution of 
the war. ^ut we should not be discour- 
aged^ for our cause is a just one, and God 
is for us. He would never allow a 
confederacy to prosper, having the Insti- 
tution of Slavery for its corner stone. 

March 18. Our camp has been very 
quiet for the past few days, save now ffnd 
then a rumor that Stonewall JackiSMon is 
moving up the Shenandoah Valley with 
A large force, — when orders are recmved 
to he ready to march at a moment's no^ 
tice, supplied with sixty roun^ of 
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cartridges and three days' rations. Soon 
the report is proved to be groundless, 
and th^ camp is again quiet. 

Cold wither still continues, snowed 
some the past night. Stories that desti" 
tution abounds in Sichmond are being 
corroborated, for car loads of starving 
and destitute citizens from rebeldom are 
passing here daily. 

March 19. After a month of petition- 
ing, an apulication for a pass to go to 
Waehingtoji has been granted, and to^ 
d^-y I start. 

March 30, J^ffc the Station aboard of 
the cars at eight o'clock, for Washing- 
ton, where I arrived about ten o'clock in 
the forenoon, and will endeavor to give 
a description of what I saw. 

After passing through Pennsylvania 
Avenue, where my eyes were incapable 
of beholding the many busy scenes, and 
TOj ears beconjie deafened by the clatter- 
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ing of ambulances and baggage wagons, 
which are continually on the move from 
morning till night, I paid a visit to the 
Patent Office, where were jpresented a 
thousand and one curiosities. 

The building covers two acres, and 
contains models of nearly every invention 
known from the earliest periods up to 
the present time. 

It took me several hours to go all over 
this splendid building, it being built en- 
tirely of marble, and ornamented in a 
costly manner. I saw among the many" 
articles on exhibition, the coat that Gen. 
Jackson wore at the battle of New Or- 
leans. In a prominent part of the 
building stands the marble statue of 
" Pater Patriae." It looks very life-like, 
and how I wished the old hero could 
again be on the stage of action, and as- 
sume the reins of government awhile. 
The memory of him who was " first in 
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war, first in peace, and first in the hearts 
of his countrymen," will never cease. 
In front of the statue, in a large glass 
case, is the uniform he used to wear, his 
sword and portfolio, and the cane that 
Franklin willed him. 

I next paid a visit to the Capitol, and 
what a massive structure ! covering three 
and one-half a^res, whose magnificent 
dome towers over three hundred feet 
above the, ground. I was almost awe- 
struck with wonder and amazement, as I 
looked upon the stately edifice. In front 
of this mighty structure is a beautiful 
fountain, whose sparkling waters, reflect- 
ing the golden rays of the sun, shed 
beauty and grandeur over the scene. 

The picture gallery, filled with beau- 
tiful paintings, works of superior attain- 
ments, and the statuary hall, exhibiting 
a degree of skill which is unrivaled in 
the old world, conspired to produce scen- 
ery on the griindest scale, I neiLt yisitftd^ 
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the Senate Chamber, and Hall of Rep- 
resentatives, and in looking over the 
names of the Senators, which are marked 
on the desks, I beheld the name of Jef^ 
ferson Davis, the vilest of traitors, 
plotting the overthrow of his goyern- 
ment, and who once occupied a seat in 
the national Senate. 

Three hours had passed before I was 
aware of it, being so absorbed in view^ 
*ing the different scenes presented. Its 
ornamental piDrt — artfetieal and fioulp^ 
tural-^-outrivals the most splejidid pror 
ductions of Corr^io, Eaphael, or Michael 
Angelo, It wai3 with great reluctance 
that I left this imposing and majestic 
spectaclat I attended the theatre in the 
evening, and. at nipe o'clock thi^ morning 
took the bpat for Alexandria, 

After spending about two hours in that 
city, we took the cars for the Station, and 
arrived in eamp all safe, with no regrets 
for bitving visited the national Capital. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

A sad Accident.— t)Mne Worship. — ^Marching Ordem are 
teOilTCcL-^-lB Ckmp iiear Wolf Ban Shoals.— History of the 

' . March. — ^Another false Alarm. — Preparations foi^an Engage- 
mbnt. — Another Promotidfi. — More Rain and Snow. — 
Expectations of an Engagement with Stuart. — "Grand 
Army of the Potomac" still mactive. — Fast day in Gamp. — 
Insp^ctioii and Mast«^.— The Beghnent again called out in 
Line of Battle. — Sad Intelligence. 

'ARCH 21, A very sad accident 
occttrred on the 18th, which I for- 
got to note in my journal. The 
cars in passing from TJnion Mills to 
Aleiandria, when near the Station, were 
thrown from the track by runniijg against 
a cou]ple of mules, and fouf soldiers of 
the 126th New York were instantly 
killed, and three wounded. 

Wood for cooking purposes is drawn 
by teamS) bttt the boys have to " forage'' 
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to get wood for their own tent fires, and 
rails are becoming so scarce in this vi- 
cinity, that we are obliged to back them 
some two or three miles from cam^. A 
severe snow storm to-day. 

March 22. Major Hall of the 14th 
has just returned, having been absent 
about six weeks. He went home on h 
furlough, and was taken sick. 

This is the Sabbath, and we are again 
permitted to attend divine worship in 
nothing but the blue canopy above, but 
God will hear the petitions of fervent 
Christians as willingly under such cir- 
cumstances as ever. 

March 23. Marching orders have 
been received again to-day, and the boys 
are very much rejoiced, for the camp is \ 
getting very dull. We have been in this 
camp about two months, without having 
been called out in li^e of battle once ; 
but have accomplished a good deal in 
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building corduroy roads, and guarding 
property. We have also been put upon 
drill most of the time when the weather 
was favorable for it, with the exception 
of the last two weeks, which have been 
devoted to digging rifle pits, with which 
the Station could be defended, in case an 
attack should be made. 

March 24. In caihp near Wolf Run 
Shoals, Virginia. Orders came yesterday 
to be ready to march at seven o'clock 
this morning. Accordingly tents were 
struck, and the regiment in line at the 
appointed hour, ready to move off. We 
were hard up for field oflficers, the Colonel 
being absent in Washington at the time 
orders were received. Lieut. Col. Rose 
was unable to go with us in consequence 
of bruises received by being thrown from 
his horse on the previous night. Major 
Hall was not well, having just returned 
from home, where he had been sick some 
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' tim0. Thd command then devolved ttpdtt 
Capt. Gore of Company A, but ke being 
sick, it fell upon Capt. Thompson of Com- 
pany B (who, by the way, is notj^orthy 
of his straps), to act as ColoneL * "We ai** 
rived here at ten o'clock in the fotenoon^ 
the distance being seven miles. Ouif 
present camp is but a few rods from tibd 
one we were in last November while 
here, and but a few rods from the 12tb 
and 13th. 

March 25* I learn that th^ 15th and 
• 16th are at Union Mills, six miles dis- 
tant, the headquarters of the brigade. 
The object for which we have come here^ 
is to ^o picket duty with the 12th and 
13th. There will be no rest until the 
tents are again stockaded, for to-day the 
regiment is busily engaged. 

The 14th has appropriately been styled 
the stealing regiment: for rail fences, 
which have beeii left untouched all win-^ 
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ter by the other regiments at this place, 
are now rapidly disappearing. The 
boys of the 14th do not intend to suffer 
from the cold through a lack of tent fires, 
as long as rails ^ are plenty^ — and eveiy 
night about dusk^ naay be. seen a row of 
them about a mile in length, marching 
in single file, each with two rails on his 
back. I goncur in the opinion of Gen. 
Stoughton, that if the government would 
permit him to place the 14th Vermont 
regiment within twenty miles of Rich- 
mond, the boys would steal the city. 

No storm as yet, as was expected when 
the orders to march were received, but 
the prospects are fair for one before we 
can possibly get comfortably situated. 

March 26. This is the outer boundary 
line in the defenses of Washington. We 
have, plenty of picket duty to perform at 
this place. 

March 28, False alarms are as fre- 
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quent as ever. To-day, about - noon, 
firing was heard on the picket line. 
SooA the long roll was beaten, and the 
14th was in line with its usual alacrity. 
Companies B and Gr were sent out to 
ascertain the cause of the alarm. It was 
found that the firing was made by some 
stray pickets who had been relieved this 
morning, and were returning to camp. 

March 29. Last night, news came 
from headquarters, that a force of rebel 
cavalry was lurking in this vicinity, and 
might attempt a raid during the night. 
Preparations were made to give them a 
warm reception in case they should show 
themselves, but no alarm was given. 

Mptrch 30. Another promotion has 
taken place in this regiment since we 
have been in camp : First Sergeant Shel- 
don, of Company H, to be Second Lieu- 
tenant of Company K, vice Fuller, 
resigned. This place is very strongly 
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fortified by rifle pits and breastworks, 
beHind which artillery is posted, com- 
manding the ford* We could keep three 
times our number at bay very easily. 

March 31. The weather is still change- 
able, rain and snow still continue to fall 
etery day or two. We never have more 
than one fair day. at a time. The health 
of the regiment is still good, and the boys 
of the 14th do not intend to be caught 
napping. 

April 4. Ifothing has occurred of gen- 
eral interest during the past week, save 
the usual routine of camp and picket 
duty, there being plenty of that to per- 
form. The 13th has gone to Occuquon 
city, eight miles below here. No drilling 
at present. 

April 6. . Another foot of snow this 
morning, and rail fences are getting 
scarce. I have often heard of the sunny 
South, and that the " sacred soil" of Vir- 
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ginia would be a lovely place on which 
to dwell, but I cannot see the point. 
One day it will be scorching hot, and the 
next freezing cold, and such a sudden 
transition from the heat of summer to 
the extreme cold of winter, is not very 
agreeable to me. The snow is melting 
quite fast to-day, which will raise the 
creek so high that I do not think the 
" rebs" will attempt to cross to-night. 

April 7. No battle with the " rebs" to 
record yet. The 14th is now the head- 
quarters of the brigade. Col. Nichols is 
unwell to-day. 

April 8. Another skirmish between 
our cavalry and Stuart at Vienna yester- 
day,* and the expectations are that he 
will attempt to pass our lines at this 
point. If so, I fear he will have more 
than he can manage. 

April 9. Nothing from Stuart yet. 
He has doubtless escaped at some other 
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point. The brigade is at present guard- 
ing a Kne of twenty miles, extending 
from Union Mills to Occuquon city, there 
being no other line between this and the 
Rappahannock. 

April 10. The "grand Army of the 
Potx)mac" still inactive. How much lon- 
ger shall the nation be kept in suspense, 
awaiting the movements of our armies ? 
Must there yet be months of inactivity, 
before the immense force now in the 
field shall be ready to deal destruction 
to those engaged in this sacrilegious 
outrage upon this hitherto prosperous 
governmeilt, and free the country from 
the grasp of its hellish foes, who are 
plotting the destruction of our liberties ? 
I hope that peace, with its many bless- 
ings, will soon be proclaimed throughout 
our land. 

It cannot be that our beloved country 
is doomed to a dissolution by parties 
6 



106 LIFE IN CAHF. 

warring against her. She has a nobler 
destiny, and will inevitably sail triumph- 
ant fr9ni off the troublous sea on which 
she is now being racked. 

April 11. Day before yesterday was 
the day appointed by the President for 
the nation to fast, and I fear it was not 
strictly observed in camp, as far as ab- 
staining from eating and drinking are 
concerned, for our " hard tack" was 
^aten with as much relish as ever. 
Some part of the army I think did not 
have to deviate a great deal from the 
usual mode of living, to fast. 
' We were permitted, however, to. attend 
divine worship, so we were not behind, 
on that point, from the tnode usually 
adopted in civil life on that day. The 
regiment is inspected and mustered to- 
day. 

April 12. The weather is again very 
fine this morning, and the brass band 
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has been giving us some of its most 
beautiful pieces. I am getting tired of 
so much music, and long for the time to 
come, when the reveille and tattoo shall 
no longer disturb my rest, when I can go 
to church, breakfast, dinner and supper, 
without being drummed there. I wisH 
there was more fighting, and less display 
of "red tape.^' The roads are getting 
very dry and dusty. There was another 
false alarm given on the night of the 9thy 
which I will here mention : About ten 
o'clock, the camp was. alarmed by the 
sentinels discharging their pieces. The 
long roll was beaten, calling the regi- 
ment to arms, but no enenay was near. 
The cause of the disturbance originated 
at a farm house near by here, where 
some soldiers were paying a nocturnal 
visit to the hen roost, and the guard 
stationed there had fired his giin at 
them, thereby giving the alarna. Surely 
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we are getting to be heroes of many 
battles. 

To-day, orders have been l-eceived for 
this brigade to take the field. I appre- 
hend a move is soon to take place. 

April 13. Gen. Heintzelman and Staff 
visited this picket line yesterday. 

We have just received the sad intelli^ 
gence of the death of Sergeant C. P. Tay- 
lor of Company B, who was left at Fairfax 
Station, sick with the measles, at the 
time of our move here. He was a noble, 
kind-hearted boy, much loved by his 
comrades in arms, who will ever cherjsh 
a fond remembrance of him. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Orders to take the Field. — ^No longer in the Beserre Corps.-^ 
Seven Days' Bations on Hand« — Gen. Casey superseded.—- 
The Begiment is again paid ofEl — Still under Marching 
Orders. — ^A new Brigadier General — The Begiment again 
called to Arms.— Mustered for Pay.— Grand display of "Bed 
Tape." — ^The Orders to march are renewed. — ^Battle of 
Fredericksburg.— Warm Weather.— Hooker back in his Old 
^ Position. 

jPRIL 14. Orders hare been re- 
ceived to be ready to take the field 
at a moment's notice, yrith seven 
days' rations. I will here remark, that 
we have never but once been without 
inarching orders since being in the 
service. 

April 15. No move yet, but speedy 
preparations are being made for a move 
of son^e kind. Our A tents are to be 
taken away from us, and orders from 
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the -quartermaster that no more elothing 
will be issued for thirty days. Officers 
are to be left with nothing but fly tents, 
so they will fare no better than their men. 

April 16. It has been ascertained 
that the 14th numbers more men, fit 
for duty, than any other regiment in 
the brigade. Reports are current that 
we are to go to Warrenton, forty miles 
from here, when we more. All the sick, 
to the number of fifty, have this day* 
been removed to Alexandria, which clear- 
ly shows that a move is expected. A 
Httle rainy to day. 

April 17. We are no longer in the 
reserve corps for the defense of Wash- 
ington, but will hereafter form a part of 
the army in the field. ^Nothing new to- 
day; still under marching orders. 

April 18. No move yet, and meore 
conjecture where we shall go when we 
do move. Casey's whole division has 
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been transferred to the field. Our tents 
have all been turned over, and everything 
is now in readiness to inarch, but we may 
stay here some time yet. 

April 19. Seven days' rations are 
Btill on hand, ready for a move. It will 
doubtless depend on Hooker's move- 
ments, whether we move or not. He is 
doubtless preparing for another " onward 
to Richfnond" movement. We may'be 
in the rebel Capital before the end of 
another month — who knows ? 

April 20. How I wish Gren. Grant 
had the command of the Army of the 
Potomac, and would commit one of his 
blunders, and capture Richmond, to- 
gether with thirty thousand prisoners, 
although we have the assurance that 
when Hooker moves he cannot help 
being victorious. May it be so. 

April 21. Drilling as usual. The 
ground is now all settled, trees are in full 
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blossom, and all nature has assumed a 
new attire, and I hope that the condition 
of the country, which has been so dreary 
for the past few months, is about to as- 
sume a new aspect. 

April 22. Reveille at half past five in 
the mormng, when the voice of the 
Orderly is heard — ^fall in for roll call! 
Company drill at ten o'clock in the morn- 
ing, battalion at one o'clock in the after- 
noon, and dress parade at four o'clock, 
constitutes the daily programme. 

Gen* Abercrombie is now in com- 
mand of the division, in place of Casey 
removed, — ^headquarters at Centreville. 
The weather is fine at present 

April 23. Col. Stannard of the 9th 
Vermont is about to be promoted to a 
Brigadier, and to have command of this 
brigade. Still under marching orders, 
and at present form a reserve for the 
army in the field, consequently shall not 
move unless needed. 
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April 24. Plenty of drilling at pres- 
ent — ^think we shall be well prepared for 
a march when the order comes. 

April 26. The regiment is in good 
spirits to-day, ready for anything which 
may turn up in the line of marching or 
fighting. Liberty and justice are at 
stake. Our country, the best that ever 
existed, is passing through a fiery ordeal, 
and the 14th Vermont is ready to man- 
fully sustain the cause. 

April 27. The Paymaster is again in 
our camp, laden with "green backs" to 
pay us off. The weather is still fine. 

April 28. We were paid off yesterday 
— ^received four months' pay. Recent cir- 
cumstances indicate that the campaign is 
about to open, and much confidence is felt 
in Hooker, and that victory awaits our 
arms. This is to be an eventful week, and 
we are waiting very anxiously to know 
the result of the next movement. We 
6* 
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are confident that success will inevitably 
be secured to our arms. The glorious 
old Stars and Stripes will yet float over 
6very inch of soil where rebeldom lifts its 
accursed head, and where thrice accursed 
traitors trample it beneath their feet. 
This is a cause which is worthy to be 
engaged in, one in which all mankind 
are interested. The preservation of this 
Union is one of the noblest things to fight 
for. Not anywhere in the annals of the 
past ages do we find a govemnient 
founded upon such liberal principles. 
America! glorious America! long may 
she live to be an asylum for the oppress- 
ed of all nations, where men of all color 
can enjoy equal rights and privileges, 
and freedom the inalienable right of 
man ; a country where the people do not 
bow to kings or tyrants, but in whose 
bands alone rests the power to govern, 
and where people can worship God 
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according to the dictates of their own 
conscience; where education is unre- 
strained, and civilization unchecked. 

I blush to mention that one foul blot 
xipojx our country's fair escutcheon, which 
has been allowed to exist too long in one 
part of the land — I mean '' that sum of 
all villainies," that evil system, which 
holds a part of the human race in bond- 
age, which has impoverished the land, 
and reduced the people to the lowest 
state of misery and degradation, and 
has at last culminated in this wicked 
rebellion. But if slavery dies with this 
war, then shall we be well paid for the 
sacrifices that are now being made, and 
the glorious results which will bless mil- 
lions yet unborn. 

April 29. Five hours drill per day, 
so that we cannot complain of a lack of 
exercise. Gen. Stannard is now our 
Brigadier, with headquarters at Union 
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Mills. Six long months have elapsed 
since I have enjoyed the pleasant associ- 
ations of the family circle, and long for 
the time to come when I may be permit- 
ted to return to the joys of civil life. 

April 30. The camp was again alarm- 
ed last night. About ten o'clock, firing 
was heard on the picket line, and soon 
the long roll-call was beaten, calling the 
men to arms. But a short time elapsed 
before the regiment was in line, ready 
for the expected attack, but none was 
made, however. 

May 2. This is the warmest day of 
the season. The 12th marched to Union 
Mills this morning, so that the 14th 
only gis left to perform picket duty at 
this place. Orders have been received 
for the regiment to practice target- 
shooting one day in each week until 
further notice. 

We have again been mustered for pay, 
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and what a magnificent display of "red 
tape." This completes the roll for eight 
months. 

May 3. , The orders to march are re- 
newed to-day, to be ready to march at 
a moment's notice, but do not think we 
shall be called on. The booming of can- 
non, which is heard in the direction of 
Fredericksburg, tells us that " Fighting 
Joe" is at work. He will * doubtless 
strike a hard blow to the j^bellion, the 
result of which will end the war. 

May 4. The roaring of artillery at 
Fredericksburg is distinctly heard in 
camp this morning. All are anxious to 
hear the result. 

May 6. The second battle^ of Fred- 
ericksburg is one of the bloodiest of 
the war. Nothing official from Hooker 
yet. 

May 8. Cheering news in camp this 
morning. The enemy retreating, and 
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the war cry of Hooker ia "onward to 
Richmond." 

May 9. The operations of the past 
few days hare been cheering in the ex- 
treme. Hooker is the man of the day, 
but I fear he will not be able to hold his 
position. Great achievements are ex- 
pected from Stoneman. 

May 11. No move with us yet. It is 
now about one month since we received 
orders tD take the field, for which pur* 
pose we were soon prepared. Since theA 
we have held ourselves in readiness to 
march at any time, and especially for the 
past week, having been under orders to 
move at a moment's warning. 

We expected to have been participants 
in the late battle, but in conseque'nce of 
the important position we occupy here, 
and the essential duty we are performing 
in keeping up this picket line^ we could 
Hot be there« Our A tents having been 
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taken away from us, soon after we were 
ordered to take the field, nothing was 
left us but fly tente. 

.Gen. Stannard and Staff visited us 
yesterdtff — ^headquarters at Union Mills. 

May 12. We cannot complain of 
nothing to do at present, for we are put 
Upon drill every day. The regiment is 
now learning the skirmish-drill and bay-« 
onet exercise, a knowledge of which is 
invaluable to well drilled troops. Col. 
Nichols is determined to. have us second 
to none, and so are we. The weather is 
extrem^y fine now, and the health of 
the regiment good. 

I still hear, now and then, of people 
at home who are finding fault with us. 
They say we are not doing anything — 
that we are living too easily. But igno- 
rance only can be the mother of such 
absurd talk. No sensible person who 
understood the importance of the duty 
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our brigade was performing, in keeping 
up a picket line of forty or fifty miles in 
the heart of the enemy's country, would 
be heard to utter such words. But we 
ean expect nothing different from those 
who are determined not to help the cause 
of freedom, and who are trying, by put- 
ting forth every effort, to destroy and 
discourage all means employed to finish 
this cruel strife. 

May 13. It is so warm at present that 
drilling is performed early in the morn- 
ing. The line was formed this morning 
at reveille, which was at half past five 
o'clock. The regiment is busily engaged 
to-day in policeing the camp-ground. 
It is generally understood now, that 
we shall stay here for the present, for 
Hooker does not desire any more troops 
in his command whose time will be 
out so soon as ours, during the summer 
campaign. 
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May 15. Hooker is back again in his 
old position, and I am feeling greatly 
disappointed in the result of his late 
movements. I begin to think that 
something is wrong in the management 
of affairs somewhere; Why is it that 
this " grand Army of the Potomac" is 
doomed to suffer so many defeats? Is 
it through a lack of skill in its com- 
manders, or is it in consequence of too 
much interference at Washington? i 
am inclined to be of the latter opinion. 

Our brigade is at present guarding a 
line of about fifty miles, extending from 
Rappahannock Station to Occuquon city. 
' May 16. Reveille at five o'clock. We 
have a model camp now — streets regular- 
ly laid out and policed every morning. 

May 17. Great confidence is still re- 

" posed in Ge^. Hooker, and that he will 

yet retrieve the losses which the army 

has just sustained. The last movement 
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was attended with great loss and no gain. 
He has just been reinforced by thirty 
thousand men from this department. 

May 20r All is again quiet on the 
Potomac. The battery of artillery »ta« 
tioned at this post was inspected yester- 
day. In consequence of the weather 
being so extremely warm, we have only 
two and one-half hours' drill per day, 
which is mainly in the bayonet exerdaes. 
Picketing is getting to be somewhat 
tedious — requiring two-thirds of the 
regiment to perform it, and thereby giv- 
ing only two days out of seven for rest. 
Cavalry is sent out every day to patrol 
the roads in this vicinity, and patrols 
from the regiment are sent out every 
night. 
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CHAPTER X. 

A Grand Review. — More preparations for an Engagement. — 
Dull in Gamp again.—" Onward to Richmond " programme 
changed. — Movements of the Army.— The 14th in front.— 
XflOBOval of our Camp. — Stirring News expected. — Marchmg 
Orders. 

^AY 23. A grand review of the 
troops in this vicinity to-day, by 
Gen» Stannard, and a very warm 
day for 8uch business. 

May 26. Th^e were great expecta- 
tions in camp last night, that we should 
have ftin before morning. It was ascer- 
tained yesterday, that a force of rebel 
cavalry was within our lines, and might 
possibly pay us a visit. Accordingly, 
preparations were made for the expected 
attack. The line was formed, arms 
inspected, new rifle pits were dug, roads 
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were blockaded, masked batteries con- 
structed, and everything in readiness 
for a brush, but no engagement took 
place, the "rebs" making their escape 
through some other part of the line. A 
sudden change in the weather to-day, 
very cold. 

May 28. No change in the condition 
of affairs in our brigade for the past few 
days. Contrabands are daily arriving 
at this point, and most of them are very 
intelligent. They know plainly what 
freedom means, and in order to secure it 
are taking leg-bail for the Union lines. 

June 1. We have received the news 
to-day of the rebel raid at Catlett's Sta- 
tion, a few miles west of here, resulting 
in the destruction of a train of cars, and 
the loss of thirty or forty meiu Still 
warm here. 

June 7. Nothing new the past week, 
save that news came a day or two ago, that 
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Gen. Lee was advancing up the Shenan- 
doah Valley with a large force, when Col. 
Nichols received orders to make this 
place as formidable as possible. Where- 
upon new rifle pits were dug, the regi- 
ment inspected, roads again blockaded, 
and cannon placed in favorable positions 
to give the enemy plenty of grape and 
canister, but no enemy came that night, 
although we still remain in readiness for 
him. 

June 8. Quite dull in camp. We 
are signing the pay-rolls to-day, and 
expect the Paymaster to-morrow. 

June 9. The Paymaster is in camp 
this morning, and to-day the regiment 
will be paid off. Very warm and sultry ; 
there has been no rain for four weeks. 

June 10. All very dull in camp to- 
day, and nothing new. 

June 14. " Onward to Richmond " is 
still the war cry. But how many more 



126 LIFE IN CAMP. 

brave men are to be sacrificed, and how 
many millions of dollars are to be ex- 
pended, before the goal is reached, God 
only knows. Our army has acted on the 
defensive long enough. The latest 
news is to the eflfect that Lee has been 
reinforced to ninety thousand men, and 
contemplates a movement. If so, there 
will doubtless be stirring times ere long. 

June 15. We have assurances that 
Lee is on the move towards Maryland, 
and that the army of the Potomac is 
also on the move. 

June 18. We are still acting an im- 
portant part in the great drama. It 
can be said with truthfulness that the 
14th is now in the front. The move- 
ments of Gen. Lee have compelled the 
army of the Potomac to fall back towards 
Washington. We became apprised of 
the fact on Sunday, the 14th. This be- 
ing one of the principal routes to Fred- 
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ericksburg, a part of the army passed 
here. The center column of the army, 
composed of the 2d, 6th and 12th 
Corps, together with the reserve artil- 
lery of forty batteries, passed here. It 
took four days and nights for the col- 
umn to pass. The 1st Vermont Brigade 
passed on Tuesday, stopping here two 
hours for rest. We had a fine chance 
to see our old friends, and to give 
these heroes of many battles a hearty 
shake of the hand. The of&cers and 
men appeared to be in fine spirits, not- 
• withstanding the forced march they had 
endured. The brigade halted at Fairfax 
Station until this morning, when they 
again moved on. •The 14th is now in a 
very exposed position. There was no 
picket line between ours and the Bappa- 
hannock, which now leaves us in front. 
I do not know whether it is the intention 
to keep this picket line here under pres- 
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ent circumstances or not. It is my opin- 
ion, however, that inasmuch as this is 
the outer picket line in the defense of 
Washington we shall not move from 
here until we are obliged to. 

There has been various rumors afloat 
concerning the movement of the rebel 
army ; but it" is evidently a fact that 
Gen. Lee is advancing in force up the 
Shenandoah Valley, Heavy firing is 
heard to-day, in the direction of Thor- 
oughfare Gap. We have assurances 
that the government is making speedy 
preparations to check the raid into 
Maryland, and it is hoped this desperate 
act of the rebels will result in their 
annihilation. ^ 

The regiments of this brigade have not 
changed positions lately. The general im-. 
pression is, now, that the second brigade 
will have a chance to be tried in battle. 
If so, we are determined to keep up the 
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good name which the Vermont troops 
have so nobly earned. The first brigade 
has won a name which the State, as well 
as themselves, may well be proud of; and 
although we have been called by some, 
" nine mbnthlings, hatched on two hun- 
dred-dollar-bounty eggs," we understand 
the use of the bayonet, and if we ever 
have a chance to meet the foe we shall 
not falter. 

The weather, for the past six weeks, 
has been extremely dry, not having had 
any rain during that space of time. The 
regiment still remains healthy. The 
boys of the 14th are all in good spirits, 
and ever ready for any emergency, which 
is the true character of the Green Moun- 
tain boys. 

June 19. This is a busy day for us. 

Our old camp being too much exposed, 

situated so near the picket line, it was 

thought advisable to move it back about 

7^' 
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a mile. Accordingly, orders were issued 
to that eflFect, and to-day they are being 
complied with. 

June 20, We are once more in a new 
camp, and to-day the regiment is bugily 
engaged in pitching tents. 

Another member of Company B, by 
the name of Caleb Fisk, die4 l^st night. 
What greater sacrifice can a man ni^^ke 
for his country, than to give his life. To 
the memory of him, and all others who 
sacrifice their lives for their country, 
should be raised monuments which, like 
the pyramids of Egypt, shall stand to be 
gazed upon by future generations. 

June 21. Stirring news expected 
soon. Firing is heard to-day in the 
direction of Centreville, which is at pres- 
ent the headquarters of the army. 

June 22. Marching orders are expect- 
ed every day now. . The present. aspect 
of aflFairs is very startling. Firing is 
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again heard to-day in the direction of 
Bull Run. 

June 23. To-day orders have been 
received to be ready to inarch at a 
moment's notice, supplied with ten days' 
rations, which clearly shows that a long 
march is expected. 

And thus, the march that has been so 
long expected is yet to come. But will 
it be towards Richmond or Harrisburg? 
The next three weeks will tell/ The time 
has now come when something must be 
done. The programme is for the present 
changed, and hope it is to be the closing 
scenes of the war. 



2 LIFE IN CAMP. 



CHAPTER XI. 

A long March commenced^— At Union Mflls. — CMitrerilla. — 
Onilford Station. — Cross the Potomac. — Cross the Monoca- 
cy. — Hooker succeeded by Meade. — Meade's Army In 
motion. — First Day's Fight at Gettysburg. — ^The great Bat- 
tle fought — The Second Vennoot 3rigader— July 4 — 
Effects of a Battle.^A Glorious Union Victory. 

OfUNE 24. Ten days' rations have 
®| been procured, and orders are re- 
^ ceived for the regiment to report at 
Union Mills to-morrow at ten o'clock in 
the forenoon. We now belong to the 
Army of the Potomac. 

June 25. The line was formed this 
morning at seven o'clock, in heavy- 
marching order, each man being sup- 
plied with three days' rations in his 
Haversack, and having seven days' ra- 
tions aboard the supply-train. 

We arrived at Union Mills at the 
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appointed hour, when orders were issued 
for the men to -leave all unnecessary 
accoutrements, such as knapsacks, cloth- 
ing, &c., which would be sent to Alex- 
andi:ia. Gen. Stannard soon had this 
order modified, ordering the men to 
retain their knapsacks. 

At two o'clock in the afternoon, the 
brigade was all there, and at three 
o'clock we marched, Gen. Stannard hav- 
ing had orders to report his brigade 
to Q^n. Reynolds, commander of the 
1st Army Corps, at Guilford Station, on 
the Loudon and Hampshire Railroad. 
Arrived at Centreville about five o'clock 
in the afternoon, and encamped in the 
form of a hollow square, two miles 
beyond, for the night, making about 
fourteen miles we had marched during 
the day. It rains quite hard to-night. 

June 26. Reveille was sounded at 
five o'clock this morning, and we were 
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to march half an hour later, but having 
to wait until the 3d and 6th Corps, to-> 
gether with the baggage train, passed, we 
eould not start until eight o'clock. Oof 
baggage train was sent ahead, but in 
consequence of the roads being bad our 
progress was very slow. The rain had 
caused the roads to be somewhat muddy, 
but the weather has been cool to-day 
and favorable for the march. 

We passed the place called the Frying 
Pan about five o'clock in the afternoon, 
which place has been the scene of a great 
many cavalry skirmishes during tU» 
war, and is a favorable retreat for guer* 
rilla bands. We arrived at Hemdon, 
four miles below Guilford, at seven 
o'clock, where we have camped -for the 
night. The 3d and 6th Corps have 
passed on to Drainsville. 

June 27. BeveiDe was soundM at 
three o'clock this morning, and at five 
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we were* ordered forward, keeping the 
line of railroad for Guilford, at which 
place we arrived about six o'clock. On 
arriving there, it was ascertained that 
the 1st Corps, to which we now belongj 
had left two days before, and the brig- 
ade was again ordered forward. We 
arrived at Broad Run at ten o'clock in 
the forenoon, where we intersected the 
Sd and 6th Corps, they having beeii or- 
dered forward from Drainsville. The 
brigade was detained there some two 
hours in waiting for baggage train to 
pd3S, after which the column was again 
put in motion. We arrived at EdwardsT 
Fefrry at three o'clock in the afternoon, 
and crossed oyer to the Maryland Bide 
of the Potomac on pontoon bridges.- 
This place was the headquarters of Gen. 
Sedgwick, commander of the 6th Corps. 
To-night we have gone into camp near 
PoolSville. 
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June 28. Marched again this morn- 
ing at seven o^clock ; crossed the Mono- 
cacy river near its mouth about noon, 
and halted for rest. At one o'clock the 
march was resumed. Passed Adams- 
ville, on the Baltimore and Ohio Kail- 
road, about six o'clock in the evening, 
and have gone into camp for the night 
two miles beyond. 

June 29. The march was resumed at 
seven o'clock this morning, and it has 
rained all day. We arrived at Freder- 
ick city about noon, near which place 
the enemy's cavalry had been seen on 
Saturday. Here further orders were re- 
ceived, and it was ascertained that the 
whole army was moving towards Em- 
mittsburg. Halted about three hours at 
Frederick, when we were again ordered 
forward. Have gone into camp to-night 
near Creagerstown. I learn to-night 
that Hooker has been relieved frqm the 
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command of the army, and Major Gen. 
Meade appointed in his place. 

June 30. The column was again put 
in motion this morning at seven o'clock. 
We halted for rest at noon near Me- 
chanicstown. Marching again at one 
o'clock, we arrived at Emmittsburg at 
six, where we have gone into camp for 
the night. We are now only two miles 
from the Pennsylvania line, and one 
hundred and twenty miles from Wolf 
Run shoals, which distance we have 
marched in six days. The 1st, 3d and 
11th Corps are now concentrated here. 
The enemy's cavalry is reported to be 
near Gettysburg, ten miles distant, and 
Lee is supposed to be advancing upon 
Harrisburg. A collision must soon take 
place. 

July 1. Meade's army is again in 
motion this morning — the 1st Corps, 
under Reynolds, taking the lead* Our 
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brigade now belongs to the 3d Division, 
1st Army Corps, though for some reason 
we did nol march *with the division this 
morning, but remained about three hours' 
march in the rear ; consequently we have 
not participated in to-day's fight. 

We reached the scene of conflict about 
four o'clock in the afternoon, having 
been pressed forward with all possible 
speed for the last six miles, being in 
hearing of the battle. It was near eight 
o'clock before the brigade was in posi- 
tion, where we now are ready to partici- 
pate in the battle which will doubtless 
be renewed in the morning. 

I will here relate the particulars of 
to-day's fight : Gen. Reynolds on reach- 
ing^GTettysburg found our cavalry en- 
gaged with the enemy on the Cashtown 
road, and immediately deployed the 
advanced division of his Corps, and the 
11th Corps was to advance to his sup- 
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port. The enemy had been driven back, 
with the loss of a large number of pris- 
oners, when Gen. Reynolds fell mortally 
wounded. The command then devolved 
upon Gen. Howard, and, the enemy be- 
ing reinforced, he was obliged to with- 
draw his forces to the south side of 
Gettysburg, where they are now in posi- 
tion. Gen. Meade has not yet arrived. 

July 2. Gen. Doubleday is now in 
command^of the 1st C!orps, and has de- 
nominated this the " flying brigade," in 
consequence of the miraculous locomo- 
tion we have accomplished, and the 
forced march we have so nobly endured. 
After having marched for seven consecu- 
tive days, up to the hips in mud and 
water, with the rays of an almost vertical 
sun beating down upon our heads, and 
dropping down at the conclusion of each 
day's march on the water-soaked earth, 
with no covering to shelter us from the 
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drenching rain, we are not well prepared 
for battle.. 

We have been reinforced by the 3d 
and 12th Corps. Gen. Meade arrived 
during the night, and has posted his 
troops in line of battle. The enemy's 
troops are now massed on a ridge about 
a mile from the one we occupy, and 
directly in front. 

Noon. The firing from the artillery 
has been desultory all the morning, but 
no reply from the enemy. 
, Six o'clock in the evening. A severe 
engagement was brought on this after- 
noon by a ftirious attack of the enemy 
upon the 2d and 3d Corps, who, but for 
the timely arrival of the 5th Corps, 
would have been annihilated. 

The 2d Veirmont Brigade, with the 
exception of the 12th and 15th (these 
regiments having been detailed to guard 
the wagon train in the rear), has taken 
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an important part in the engagement. 
Shortly after the battle opened, the left 
wing of the 13th Regiment was ordered 
forward as support to a battery, and a 
company of the 16th was sent out as a 
support to the skirmishers in front. In^ 
stationing them, Capt. A. G-. Foster, 
A. I. G-. on Gen. Stannard's StaflT, was 
badly wounded. 

Again, about half past six in the after- 
noon, our line on the left center having 
become broken by a charge of the enemy, 
the brigade was ordered forward. The 
right wing of the 13th, under the com- 
mand of Col. Randall, was in the advance, 
and on readiing the breach in the line 
wjsts granted the privilege of making the 
effort to recapture the guns of Co. C, 
Regular Battery, which had just been 
captured by the enemy. This was accom- 
plished by a charge of the five com'panies 
of the 13th, and in which charge Col. 
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Randall had his horse shot from under 
him. Four guns of the battery were re- 
taken, and two rebel field pieces with 
about eighty prisoners were captured in 
this charge. 

The front line was thus re-established 
and is now held by this brigade. • The 
assault on the left has been gallantly 
repelled, the rebels retiring in confusion 
and disorder. 

Eight o'clock in the afternoon. An- 
other assault has been made on the 
right, but through the gallantry of the 
11th Corps, the enemy was repulsed. 
Thus ends the battle of the second day. 

July 3. The rebel Gen. Barksdale 
was brought into our lines during the 
night, mortally wounded. He was carried 
to a hospital, but soon expired. His 
hat and gloves are now in possession of 
Col. Nichols of the 14th. 

Nine o'clock in the forenoon. The 
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battle commenced very early this morn- 
ing, a bri^k fire being opened from the 
enemy's guns, and after a severe contest 
of about two hours a part of our line 
was regained, which had been abandoned 
yesterday to maintain other positions. 

The 2d Vermont Brigade still remains 
in the front line, which was re-estab- 
lished yesterd^ The enemy still holds 
his position, and fights desperately. 

This is to be an eventful day. Here 
are two mighty armies, ready at the word 
of command to rush foward to mortal 
strife, each determined to maintain its 
cause. But how many brave men will, 
ere another day rolls around, be laid 
beneath the sod. 

The operations of this day will doubt- 
less decide the battle, and generals are 
to win imperishable renown. The na- 
tion's honor is being vindicated, and the 
fate of America is to be decided. The old 



A 
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Army of the Potomac is here ready to 
resist the onslaught of treason, and un- 
less this desperate act of the rebels is 
checked the country is lost. 

Six o'clock in the afternoon. The ene- 
, my opened a brisk fire of artillery from 
one hundred and twenty-five guns, on our 
left and center, about one. o'clock, and 
this was shortly followed by an attack 
of infantry. This engagement lasted 
about five hours, raging at intervals up- 
on our right, left, and center, and was 
the heaviest artillery fighting of the war. 
At the time of noting this the eneniy 
is retiring, defeated, from the field, the 
assault upon our left resulting in great 
loss to them. Thus the battle for another 
day is ended — ^and the questions natural- 
ly arise, will the battle be resumed in the 
morning, and will the enemy attempt 
another assault upon our lines ? 

The 2d brigade has held the most im* 
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portant position in tlie whole line, — and 
its movements, directed by Gen. Stan- 
nard have doubtless saved the day. 
The brigade has held the front line, in 
the center position, for about twenty-four 
hours, and during the spirited engage- 
ment of this afternoon a vigorous attack 
was made upon our position, by an over- 
whelming force of seventeen thousand 
rebels, whose charge was gallantly re- 
pelled by this brigade alone. The men 
were subjected some two hours to the 
severest cannonade of the battle, from 
one hundred and forty guns. The charge 
of the enemy was met with a warm re- 
ception by the Vermont boys. A charge 
was made upon the right of the brigade 
by a heavy infantry force, when a de- 
structive fire from the 13th and 16th 
compelled a large share of the enemy to 
surrender prisoners of war. Another 
charge was made on our left, but the 
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rebel force being badly cut to pieceii by 
the fire of the 14th^ a large {)Grtion were 
scooped into our lines. 

The regimental colors of the 2d Flor- 
ida and 8th Virginia regiments^ and the 
battle flag of another rebel reginient^ 
were taken by th^ 16th. These move- 
ments of the brigade were performed in 
the open field, under a heayy fii?e of shell, 
grape and musketry, and were executed 
with the promptness of veteran troops. 

In the engagement of to-day, Orderijr 
Sergeant Heniy Vatighan, Private Gteo. 
Baker, Co. B, were killed, and Orderly 
Sergeant Elisha F. Sweat, Oo. K, 14th 
Begiment, who went from my town, was 
badly wounded in the head-^afterwards 
died. 

The remains of these martyrs to th^ 
cause of freedom were brought home in 
October, and interred among their kin- 
dred. 
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July 4. The battle is not renewed 
with mneh vigor this morning. Our 
sharpshooters now occupy the town, and 
the enemy has abandoned his position on 
our light, while he occupies apparently 
a new line in front of our left. Lee has 
uiidoubtedly found it useless to attempt 
a further advance, and doubtless intends 
a retreat, or he would renew the battle. 

Have been at the hospital to-day^ 
helping take care of the wounded. And 
O God ! what horrible scenes I have wit- 
nessed. Having been among two or 
three thousand wounded and dying men 
all day, I have had a chance to see the 
terrible effects of a battle. Our loss, as 
well as the enemy's, has been severe. 

Six o'clock in the evening. It has 
been ascertained that the enemy has in 
reality commenced a retreat. The en- 
gagement of yesterday terminated the 
battle, and thus ended another sanguin- 
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ary contest, and one of the best fought 
battles of the war. To Gen. Meade 
belongs the honor of winning for the 
cj^untry a glorious victory. 

The following order has been issued : 

HXABQUABTBBS 3d DiY., IST A. C, 

July 4, ISeS. 

OeneraL Order No. . The Major General 

commanding the division desires to return his thanks 
to the Vermont 2d Brigade, the 151st Regiment 
Pennsylvania Volunteers, and the 20th Regiment 
New York State Militia, for their gallant conduct in 
resisting, in the front line, the main attack of the 
enemy upon this position, after sustaining a terrifie 
fire from seventy-five to one hundred pieces of artil- 
lery. He congratulates them upon contributing so 
essentially to the glorious, . and it is to be hoped 
decisive victory of yesterday. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Doublsdat. 

(Signed) EDWARD 0. BAIRD, 

Ca^, and AnH Adjutant Gen. 

Headquarters 3i) Brigade, 3d Diy., 1st A. 0., 
Gettysburg, Penn., July 4, 1863. 
"Official." WM. H. HILL, 

AiiHAdftQm. 

While the people in diflferent parts of 
the country are celebrating the anniver- 
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sary of the glorious Declaration of Inde- 
pendenee, one of the bloodiest battles of 
the war has closed, the result of which 
will carry sad news to many a home. 

It begins to rain to-night, which will 
make it very bad for the wounded, some 
of which still remain on the field. 

July 5. It rained hard all night, 
^ which has added indescribable suflferings 
to the poor wounded men who were left 
on the field. The enemy's lines are en- 
tirely evacuated this morning. He has 
retreated, carrying a part of his wound- 
ed. The cavalry and the 6tli Corps have 
been sent in pursuit. 

To-day, as well as yesterday, has been 
spent in succoring the wounded and 
burying the dead. It is estimated that 
about three thousand of our men have 
been killed, and about the same number 
of the enemy. The wl\ole number of 
wounded and missing has not been accu- 
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rately ascertained, but will not fall far 
short of twenty thousand. The enemy 
has abandoned a large portion of his 
wounded, and to-day they are being car- 
ried to our hospitals, where they will be 
taken care of. It is estimated that near- 
ly fifteen thousand prisoners have been 
captured from the enemy, together with 
a number of standards, several guns, and 
over twenty-five thousand small arms. 

This is a well-earned victory for us, 
and a hard blow for the rebels. To-day 
I have taken a tramp over the battle 
field— ^and what horrors were revealed 1 
I shall never forget the many ghastly 
scenes which met my gaze — ^the dead in 
piles and heaps, horses and riders min- 
gling in the same mass. In one trench 
dug by the rebels I saw seventeen offi- 
cers, and a number of other trenches 
were filled with the rebel dead but re- 
mained uncovered, showing that the 
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enemy had commenced to bury his 
dead, but was obliged to eflfect a hasty 
retreat. 

The following order has been issued : 

GENERAL ORDER NO. 68. 

Headquarters Arht of the Potomac, 7 
Near Gettysburg, July 5, 1863—8:30 P. M. ) 

The commanding General, in behalf of the conn- 
try, thanks the Army of the Potomac for the glorious 
result of the recent operations. Our enemy, superior 
in numbers and flushed with the pride^ of a successful 
invasion, attempted to overcome or destroy this army. 
Baffled and defeated, he has not7 withdrawn from the 
contest. 

Our taslois not yet accomplished, and the com- 
manding General looks to the army for greater efforts 
to drive from our soil every vestige of the presence 
of the invader. 

It is right and proper that we should, on all suita- 
ble occasions, return our grateful thanks to the 
Almig}ity Disposer of events, that, in the goodness 
of his providence. He has thought fit to give victory 
to the cause of the just. 

By command of Maj. Gen. Meade. 

S. WILLIAMS, ^.^.6?. 
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CHAPTER XII. 

The Army again in motion. — Pursuit of the -Enemy. — ^At 
Emmittflburg. — South Mountain. — A cheerless Night. — 
Formed in Line of Battle. — Again on the move. — Another 
Halt — Orders to Fortify. — On the m6ve again.-^The Enemy 
strongly Fortified. — No Fighting. — Escape of Lee. — ^Wil- 
liamsport — Campaign north of the Potomac ended. — ^Pur- 
suit of Lee continued.— The Brigade relieved from Duty. — 
Homeward bound. — At Baltimore, Philadelphia, etc. — ^At 
New York again. — Our arrival Home. 

QBULY 6. The army is again in motion 
w this morning. The 1st army .Corps 

^ left the field about eight o'clock this 
morning, and it commenced to rain soon 
after. We marched some two miles 
before we had fairly passed off the late 
field of conflict. We marched on, leav- 
ing the ever-tq-be-remembered battle 
ground in our rear, and arrived at Em- 
mittsburg about three o'clock in the 
afternoon, and halted for the night. 
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I fear that the eflPbrts to bag Lee will 
prove a failure, for he is already a day 
and a half the start of us, and unless we 
have a sufficient force at Williamsport 
the rebel army will eflfect an escape. 

This brigade is now commanded by 
Col. Randall of the 13th, the ra^iking 
Colonel in the brigade. Gen. Stannard 
having been wounded, and the 12th left 
for home on the Fourth. 

July 7. Hurrah for another race to- 
day. Took breakfast at three o'clock 
and marched at four this morning, tak- 
ing the same route we took on our march 
to Gettysburg, and in passing through 
Emmittsburg it was more of a stampede 
than otherwise, for artillery, baggage 
wagons and infantry were mingled in 
one confused mass, all being on the move 
at the same time. The infantry colunm 
was ordered to halt and the artillery 
sent ahead. By noon we had marched 
8 
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some fifteen miles^ when we halted for 
rest. 

We have marched this afternoon in 
the direction of Middletown, the 14th 
regiment being detailed to guard an am- 
munition train. On arriving at South 
Mountain, about seven o'clock in the 
afternoon, it began to rain quite hard. 

The march wad continued until about 

» 

nine o'clock, and when ascending the 
mountain it became so dark and rainy' — 
the men and beasts being completely 
exhausted, having marched about thitty* 
five miles during the day— we were 
obliged to halt for the night. 

July 8. The regiment presents a 
" drowned rat" appearance this morning. 
Do not know as I shall be able to march 
to-day, for my feet are completely skin- 
ned. We have passed a very cheerless 
night in being exposed to the drenching 
rain, without shelter ; and after the fa- 
tiguing march of ye^letdoj oMt exhausted 
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natures required sleep and rest ; but I 
must admit that under such circumstan- 
ces, the rain pouring down a continual 
streani all night, not much rest could be 
enjoyed. 

By daylight we were again on the 
march, the mud being about six inches 
deep, which made the marching very 
hard. Beached Middletown at one o'clock 
in the afternoon, where we were allowed 
three hours rest, after which We were 
again ordered forward. Arrived at 
Crampton's Gap at eight o'clock in the 
evening, where- the enemy's rear guard 
had been overtaken during the day, and 
a skirmish taken place, in which the 
Vermont cavalry were engaged. We 
were here formed in line of battle, and 
an engagement is expected to-morrow^ 
We have marched some twenty miles to- 
day, and unless ihe supply-train contain^ 
ing provisions overtakes us to-morrow 
our rations will be short. 
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July 9. No march to-day, and conse- 
quently no fighting, for I don't think Lee 
will risk another battle this side of the 
xiver. The supply train has arrived and 
three days' rations have been issued. 

What a grand thing it would be if 
Lee's army could be captured. Such a 
result would virtually end the war, but 
I fear no such brilliant achievement will 
be accomplished. 

July 10. Marched again this morning, 
the 6th Qorps taking the advance, and the 
1st Corps forming a rear guard. Halted 
one mile beyond Boonsboro, while our 
advance was engaging the enemy about 
four miles in front. The march was soon 
resumed for about three miles further, 
when we were formed in line of battle. 

Six o'clock in the afternoon. There 
has been skirmishing in front all the 
afternoon, but no serious fighting. We 
are now busily engaged in fortifying, 
and an attack is aoow e^x^^ted. 
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July 11. No attack has been made 
by the enemy yet, although there is still 
some skirmishing in front. The army 
still acting on the defense, and busily 
engaged in fortifying, seemingly with no 
purpose to fight. Hope Meade will not 
suflfer the rebel army to escape, for his 
army is abundantly able to pursue and 
crush Lee's disordered columns. 

July 12. I All quiet this morning. The 
enemy has fallen back during the night 
and another advance is ordered to-day. 
Arrived at Funkstown at one o'clock in 
the afternoon, which place was occupied 
by the rebels two hours before — ^the ene- 
my being so badly pressed that he was 
obliged to leave part of his wounded. 
Crossed Antietam Creek and found the 
enemy strongly fortified near Hagers- 
town, when we were again formed in line 
of battle. 

Six o'clock in the afternoon. No at- 
tack has yet been ia^e^« "Stss^wv^^bt^ 
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which have been brought in state that 
Lee's whole army is strongly fortified 
about one mile in front of our lin^s, but 
hardly think this a fact, it being my 
opinion that it is nothing more than the 
rear guard of the enemy that is checking 
our progress while the main army is still 
retreating. 

July 13. A council of war has been 
held, and two generals out of* seven are in 
favor of an attack upon the enemy's lines. 

Nine o'clock in the forenoon. No 
fighting yet, and apparently no disposi- 
tion on our part. How I wish Meade 
could be induced to attack the enemy, 
and not weakly and ignorantly throw 
away the certainty of capturing or annihi- 
lating the entire rebel army. There cer- 
tainly must be effective and ardent troops 
enough, if properly mana;ged, to destroy 
Lee's flying and demoralized army. 

Six o'clock in the afternoon. No gen- 
eral engagement yet \ TvoVXi\Ti^\sviX»^x\x^^ 
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on the skirmish line, which is still kept 
up by the enemy. 

July 14, Gen. Kilpatrick occupies 
Hagerstown this morning, and the ene- 
my's entire lines are evacuated. 

The army was ordered to advance at 
ten o'clock in the morning, and wfts soon 
on the move. The enemy had a series 
of rifle pits and breastworks thrown up, 
behind which his rear guard being post- 
ed presented the front of a formidable 
enemy. It is now ascertained with cer- 
tainty that the enemy has fairly escaped, 
and while his rear guard of only four or 
five thousand men was checking the ad- 
vance of an effective army of forty or 
fifty thousand, Lee was allowed time to 
construct pontoon bridges, on which his 
army was to cross the river, and thus 
escape destruction. 

Arrived at Williamsport about four 
o'clock in the afternoon, and with great 
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chagrin learned that the rebel army had 
escaped through a " hole in the bag," 
with the exception of a part of the rear 
guard which was captiu*ed. 

If Lee had been attacked on the 
12th, with the swollen waters of the 
Potomac in his rear, without any means 
of crossing his army, a defeat would have 
been the result, and a surrender of his 
whole force. But the fact that he did 
not intend to risk another battle north 
of the Potomac, was distrusted, when in 
reality he was applying all possible 
means to effect his escape. 

Fighting has not been a part of Meade's 
programme for the past few days. LeQ 
has retreated at his own pleasure, and is 
■ "'"iMW^afely across the river, and thus en^s 
r*^* th6 campaign on the north side of the Po- 
tomac, the result of which will indefinite- 
ly poitpone the end of the Rebellion. 

July 15. The pursuit of Lee is to be 



I 
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continued to*day. Marched at eight 
o'clock in the morning, in the direction 
of Harper's Ferry, so as to still be upon 
the enemy's flank. Roads are very 
muddy in consequence of recent rains, 
and it is oppressively hot. Have passed 
hi;ndreds that were sun-struck to-day, 
and there is more straggling than on any 
previous march we have had. 

Passed Antietam battle ground at two 
o'clock in the afternoon, and saw the 
burial ground wherein repose peace- 
fully the remains of those honored 
heroes who fell on that bloody field. 

Six o'clock in the afternoon. Am com- 
pletely tired out and exhausted to-night, 
having marched some twenty-five miles 
during the day, and was obliged to fall 
out of the ranks and straggle. Have 
reached a wheat field, where I have 
appropriated several bundles of straw for 
a bed, and intend to remain through the 
night. 
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The following order was issued to-day : 

GENERAL ORDER NO. 10. 

Headquarters 3d Brig., 2d Div., 1st Corps, ) 
Army or the Potomac, July 15. y 

The Brigadier General coonnanding, in view of the 
gallantry and efficiency of the 13th, 14th and 16th 
Vermont Regiments, displayed at the battle of Get- 
tysburg, directs that the flags of each of the regi- 
ments be inscribed "Gettysburg;" that the people 
of the State may be reminded at the sight of these 
flags of the men Who bore and honored them in the 
hour of national danger and triumph, and that every 
soldier may justly be proud of his devotion to coun- 
try, and credit done to the State. 

Nor does the General commanding fail to appre- 
ciate the services rendered by the 12th and 15th 
Vermont Regiments, who at the same time served 
their country by the faithful discharge of important 
duties. 

But while the entire command may well be proud 
of its laurels, they will not forget to remember the 
fallen dead. Let their names be embalmed in the 
hearts of their comrades! Let their memory be 
green as the sod that covers them ! Let their vir- 
tues and example be a watchword in coming time f 
Let the tear of sympathy alleviate the sorrow of 
relatives and friends ! 

By order of Brig. Gen. Geo. J. Stannard. 

GEO. W. HOOKER, A. A. A. Q. 
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July 16. Slept soundly during the 
night, and awoke about daylight, feeling 
greatly refreshed . Took breakfast — con- 
sisting of coffee and "hard tack" — as 
soon as possible and started to join my 
regiment, which I came up with before 
going a mile. Marched again at eight 
o'clock in the morning. Crossed South 
Mountain once more, through Thornton's 
Gap, and arrived at Petersville — two 
miles from Berlin and six from Harper's 
Ferry — about four o'clock in the after- 
noon. Here the army halts for rest 
and until the pontoon bridges shall ar- 
rive, when we shall cross the river 
and again pursue Lee. The marching 
has been somewhat easier to-day than 
yesterday. 

July 17. Has rained severely all day. 
The pontoon bridges have arrived, and 
to-morrow the army is to march again. 

The 13th Regiment being relieved, 
started for home on tlie lOtk- T\\A<tfyDCL- 
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mand of the brigade then devolved upon 
Col. Nichols of the 14th, but he not being 
inclined to accept, it was conferred upon 
Col. Veazey of the 16th, ;who is now in 
command ; and our term of service ex- 
piring so soon he is trying hard to-day 
to get the brigade relieved from further 
duty. Hope he will be successful. 

July 18. Good news this morning. 
The brigade is relieved from further duty, 
and will start from Berlin for home as 
soon as transportation can be procured. 

Eight days' rations have been distrib- 
uted to the army, and the march in pur- 
suit of the enemy is to be resumed to-day. 

Our brigade marched to Berlin, where 
we were obliged to wait some four hours 
before cars could be procured for our 
transportation home. And thus ends 
the career of the 2d Vermont Brigade, 
as connected with the Army of the 
Potomac. Left Berlin aboard the cars 
about two o'clock in ttio «J&«ttLwyft.^iOT 
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Baltimore, at which place we arrived 
about ten o'clock in the evening, and 
where we shall stop for the night. 

July 19. Left Baltimore at ten o'clock 
in the forenoon, arriving in Philadel- 
phia about four o'clock in the afternoon, 
and was again hospitably entertained by 
the kind people of that city. The regi- 
ment was welcomed by cheers, given in 
honor of returned veterans. Took the 
cars for New York about dark, and left 
this friendly city with many regrets. 

July 20. Reached New York at eight 
o'clock in the morning, where but little 
improvement had been made in regard 
to the treatment of troops passing 
through the city. The same inhospi- 
table and unfriendly feelings were mani- 
fested by the people as when we passed 
through to the seat of war, some nine 
months before. But nothing different 
could be expected in a " city of riots" 
like this, for at this time peace and order 
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are only preserved by Union soldiers 
stationed in different parts of the city, 
and cannon which are planted at every 
street corner. 

At four o'clock in the afternoon a very 
eloquent speech was made to, the regi* 
nient by Col. Nichols, after which we 
were respectfully invited to stop in the 
city a week, to help quell another riot 
which was ejLpected soon, in consequence 
of the draft which was about to be en- 
forced. But the men of the 14th being 
greatly fatigued and exhausted by the 
late can^paign, an^ having faithfully 
served out the term of service required 
by the government, was too anxious to 
get home to comply with the request. 
Transportation was procured, and we 
took the boat for New Haven at jnne 
o'clock in the evening. 

July 21. The regiment arrived at 

New Haven just at daylight, and was 

soon on the way to Bt^Aileiboro^ Riding 
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up the beautiful Connecticut valley. We 
reached Brattleboro abd^t five o'clock in 
the afternoon, where the regiment was 
welcomely received, and notwithstan^ng 
the war-worn and battle-stained uniforms 
presented a rough appearance, kind 
frie^ids greeted us. 

We are once more in our native State, 
whose green hills and pleasant valleys 
we left to fight in this war for right and 
freedom. But not all have returned. 
Those whose lives were consecrated on 
the bloody field of Gettysburg, who fell 
nobly fighting for tb^ir country, as well 
as others who died in camp and on the 
march, are absent but not forgotten. 

All honors to the defenders of our 
country, and when the cause of this 
Rebellion — ^ slavery — shall have been 
ended, and in its stead is heard the voice 
of Fbeedom, then shall we be a happy 
and prosperous people. 



APPENDIX. 

Thb regiments which composed the 2d Vermont 
Brigade were mastered into service as follows : 

12th Regiment, October 4, 1862. 
18th " " 10, " 

14th " " 21, " 

16th " " 22, " 

16th " " 28, " 

The regiments were mastered oat as follows .' 

12th Eegunent, Joly 14, 1868. 
18th " " 21, " 

14th " " 30, " 

15th " August 5, <^ 

16th " " 10, « 

The casnalties at the battle of Gettysbarg (taken 
from the Adjutant and Inspector General's Beport) 
were as follows : 





KiUed. 


Wounded, 


Misting, 


18th Regiment, 


8 


89 


26 


14th Regiment, 


17 


68 


22 


16th Regiment, 


14 


8^ 


16 



Total, 89 248 63 



